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How do you know if children/young people need extra help and what 
should I do if I think my child/young person may have SEND? + !
A child would need extra help if they were not making progress within a specific 
area of learning or if their attitude and capacity to learn was hampered by 
additional needs. The progress of all children is monitored regularly formally and 
informally through formative and summative assessments. Observation and 
discussion/ feedback with children about their learning are a part of day to day 
teaching and learning. 
Use of standardised assessments are used to support class teacher 
assessments, these are then moderated across the year groups, school and with 
other local schools. There are national expectations for progress and 
achievement which can form the basis of a generalized indication of progress but 
the most effective measure is the judgment and observation of the 
class teacher of the child’s performance across time in a range of situations. 
Progress is tracked for each child and pupil progress meetings are held termly to 
discuss the progress of individuals. It is through these formal meetings that 
concerns regarding progress will be highlighted and appropriate intervention 
planned. 
Our school Provision Map shows the range of interventions available for children 
we identify would benefit from additional support. Information about progress is 
shared regularly with parents formally through open evenings and end of year 
reports and informally through discussion when this is needed. 
Parents who have a concern about their child’s progress are encouraged to talk 
initially to the class teacher; if concerns continue then contact with the SENCO /
Head teacher can be arranged. !!!
How will your staff support my child/young person?   
Our school provision map shows the range of interventions in place. 
When the school identifies the need for extra support the parents / carers will be 
informed and will be invited to a meeting to discuss it further. If the pupil meets 
the criteria for Special Educational Needs or Disability (SEND) an individual 
education plan will be created detailing the exact support the pupil will receive. !!!
How will the curriculum be matched to my child's/ young person's needs?  
All teachers are aware of the needs of individual pupils so  that they can plan the 
learning within our curriculum to ensure that all pupils are  able to make progress  
Differentiation is planned for groups and individuals  !



How will both you and I know how my child/young person is doing and how 
will you help me to support my child's/young person's learning?  
Annual reports and termly Parents Evenings give all parents and carers regular 
feedback on their child’s progress in all areas. When appropriate parents may 
have more frequent contact to discuss support needed both at home and at 
school at least 3 x a year for children on the code of practice. !!!
What support will there be for my child's/young person's overall 
wellbeing?  !
The well being of all our pupils is our primary concern at St. Mary’s. They are 
supported with their social and emotional development throughout the school 
day.The school has one fully trained ELSA (emotional literacy support assistants) 
and two more undergoing training. Children will not learn unless they are in an 
environment in which they feel valued and secure. 
Staff are aware of the range of influences upon a child’s learning and strive to 
overcome any barriers they may present. Some children have specific medical 
needs and staff have been trained to support children with the use of specialist 
equipment or medication. All staff are trained in first aid and some have received 
additional training to be Pediatric First Aiders. 
We have an effective Behaviour policy which outlines our approach to rewards 
and sanctions we have developed a responsive approach to the specific needs of 
individuals who may require alternative approaches to ensure their safety and 
well-being. 
Children are encouraged to develop a positive approach to school and their 
achievements, behaviour and attendance  are all celebrated through special 
assemblies and certificates. 
Views of parents and carers are sought regularly through our annual 
questionnaire and PTA meetings and we endeavour to develop an ethos of 
working in partnership with parents. !!!!
What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by your 
setting? + 
All external partners we work with are vetted in terms of safeguarding We have 
regular involvement with outside agencies to support staff and pupils at St. 
Mary’s. 
Special Education Support Service(SENS) 
Educational outside agencies include Educational Psychologists (EPS) 
Outreach Service, Ethnic Minority Assessment Service 
Assessments and Advisory visits//training from Dorset educational psychologist 
Outreach from Westfield 



Individual assessments to support speech and language 
Occupational and Physiotherapy advisory support and visits    
School Nurse visits 
Community Paediatrician referrals and advice !!
What training do staff supporting children and young people with SEND 
have?  
We regularly invest in training for our staff to improve provision for all students eg 
short term interventions and individualised support and interventions 
We have a qualified SENCO and all teachers hold qualified teacher status and all 
staff members including Teaching Assistants and Higher level teaching assistants   
access training  to best support our SEND pupils eg , Speech and Language, 
Aspergers, Dyslexia, Dyscalculia. The school receives a brochure advertising 
training available from the Local Authority for the forthcoming academic year but 
also seeks specific training from other providers where appropriate. Staff are 
encouraged to attend courses to improve their knowledge and understanding 
throughout the year.  
If we require specialist knowledge we contact the appropriate professionals (for 
example: behaviour support, hearing support, Educational Psychologist) who 
then arrange a visit into school to meet with staff, parents and the children.  !!!!
How will my child/young person be included in activities outside the setting 
including trips out?  
Please see Equality/Inclusion policy on web site promoting involvement of all our 
learners both in and outside the classroom. 
All activities offsite have a risk assessment and any reasonable adjustments are 
made. !!!!
How accessible is the setting environment? 
We have an accessibility plan in place and where feasible make reasonable 
adjustments to improve the accessibility to meet individual needs  Our policy 
adheres to The Equality Act 2010 
We monitor the languages spoken buy families in or setting and make use of 
translation sites and endeavour to arrange an interpreter when necessary  
We are a brand new build with two disabled toilets and wheelchair access to all 
areas. We have numerous extra learning areas. !!



How will the setting prepare and support my child/young person moving to 
the next stage of education/life. How will you increase their independence? 
We have very good relationships with our feeder pre-schools and the settings 
that our pupils move to.  We share information to support  pupil’s learning and 
well being at transition. Further support is provided as necessary for those with 
SEND including additional visits. The SENCO liaises with the class teacher and 
parents before contacting the education provider to pass on key information 
(including support in place, support required, other agencies involved). This 
information is passed through a direct meeting, telephone conversation or email 
(if neither of the other options are possible). Any provision mapping, I.E.P’S  
letters, specific resources are passed to the next education provider.  !!!
How are the setting's/school's/college's resources allocated and matched 
to children's/young people's special educational needs?  
Our finances are monitored and audited regularly and we utilise resources to 
support  the strategic aims of our setting as well as individual learner needs. !!
How is the decision made about what type and how much support my 
child/young person will receive?  
Quality First Inclusive practice (Wave 1) is clearly defined in our setting and we 
expect all staff to deliver this. Should additional (Wave 2or 3 support) be required 
this is undertaken after consultation with parents and relevant staff. All 
interventions are monitored for impact and outcomes are defined at the start of 
any intervention. The SENCO oversees all additional support and regularly 
updates  the SEN  Governor. !!!
How can I be involved?  
We work in partnership with parents to support each child/young person’s well 
being, learning needs, progress and aspirations. We operate an open door policy 
to allow parents to contact their child’s class teacher with ease. 
Parents are invited to become involved in school life through a number of means 
eg PTA, volunteering. We hold regular curriculum information evenings for 
parents and carers.  !
Who should I contact if I have a compliment, concern or complaint? How is 
the school’s complaints procedure made available? !
In the first instance, please contact the class teacher and or Headteacher. 
The SEN Governor is also available and can be contacted through the school 
office.  


