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CURRICULUM – CONTENT & APPROACH

CURRICULUM PLANNING
We use Chris Quigley’s Planning a Skills-Based Curriculum to ensure a progression in both 
subject skills and ‘learning to learn’ skills.

LITERACY
Through careful liaison within key Stages we
match the text types studied to the topics
for the year. This allows us to adjust our
planning to suit the needs of the children.
For example we might write instructions in
DT, a report in Science, a historical story as
part of History. 
Speaking and Listening We give all children
regular opportunities to participate as both
speakers and listeners in a variety of
situations: learning and reciting poems, giving presentations, performing in plays and being 
an audience.
Reading We offer a wide range of banded books in our Reading Library and children’s 
reading is closely monitored. We hope to develop a love of reading, books and produce 
fluent, accurate readers who read for enjoyment and with understanding. Parent support 
with reading at home is encouraged and greatly valued. 
Phonics is currently taught through a Phase not Age approach using Letters and Sounds.
Writing We provide many opportunities for children to write across the curriculum using a 
range of genres.
Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar We offer a spelling programme that includes the use of 
word books, spelling logs, dictionaries, using their knowledge of phonics and letter strings 
to spell words, specific teaching linked to spelling rules and spellings sent home. The 
punctuation and grammar objectives in the National Curriculum are taught discretely and 
referred to whenever writing takes place in any subject. 
Handwriting The children are taught how to form their letters correctly using a cursive 
script, to produce legible upper and lower case letters and they are encouraged to join up 
their handwriting.
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Maths
We put a strong emphasis on children learning their number bonds and times tables during 
daily Maths lessons, as well as teaching a range of mental and written strategies for the 
four number operations. (+ – x ÷) Problem solving plays an integral part in the teaching of 
numeracy and where applicable learning takes place in the context of cross curricular 
topics.

SCIENCE
Science teaching follows the programme of
study as laid out in the National Curriculum
2014. There is a strong emphasis on the
teaching of practical scientific methods: asking
questions; designing investigations &
experiments; recording observations and
results; drawing conclusions and making
predictions.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Religious education is central to the school curriculum and every child participates in this 
important subject. The pupils have the opportunity to explore their faith, and the faith of 
others, through a variety of themes. These take into account the ages and development of 
the children according to their year group.
The Religious Education Programme called ‘God Matters’. It aims to help pupils understand 
that religion is not just for learning but leads to a ‘way of living’. The programme also aims 
to raise questions for the pupils and provides material for reflection on their own 
experiences in life. 
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COMPUTING
We have a range of equipment including laptops, classroom computers and iPads which are 
used by the children throughout the school. All classrooms have interactive whiteboards 
and internet access. IT skills are used throughout the curriculum in finding and evaluating 
information; presenting information by combining text, pictures, audio and video; capturing
information using still and video cameras. In addition we cover the 'computational thinking' 
aspects of the National Curriculum in kinesthetic and electronic ways - designing algorithms
and simple programs, debugging and refining our work.

MUSIC
Music is taught discretely though links are made to class topics wherever possible. Learning 
in music covers listening and appraising, composing and arranging, performing. The school 
is well resourced with a range of tuned and untuned instruments. There is one-to-one or 
small group tuition in violin, trumpet, clarinet, recorder, guitar, ukulele. Classes also have 
opportunities to take part in music festivals and competitions where they combine with 
other local schools. 

ART
Art is taught in each class and, where possible, is linked to the topic being studied. Skills 
are taught progressively, developing a range of skills including collage, painting, drawing, 
printing, sculpture, textiles and photography. Our children have the opportunity to work 
with specialist artists and become involved in local art projects and community events.

HUMANITIES
History & Geography are taught in every year group and are linked to termly topics. The 
lessons are interactive and practical involving visits and visitors to enhance the delivery of 
the curriculum. There is close liaison between key stage 1 & 2 and within key stages to 
ensure curriculum coverage.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Through P.E. children are taught the skills for physical development and the importance of 
a healthy lifestyle as set out in the National Curriculum. We promote the belief that sport 
should be fun but also regularly participate in school competitions instilling in the children 
the importance of ‘Fair Play’ Our P.E. curriculum includes a range of sports that fall into 
the areas of Dance, Games and Gymnastics for Key Stage 1. For Key stage 2 it also includes 
Swimming and Outdoor and Adventurous Activities. 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH & ECUCATION
We use the Rainbow Scheme of work to deliver our PSHE curriculum across the whole 
school. Where appropriate we work in partnership with other individuals and groups within 
the community for example the school nurse and the dental nurse..

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Pupils in Key Stage 2 have one hour session of French a week. We follow the Catherine 
Cheater Primary French course which the majority of pupils started in Year 3 in their first 
school. Starting in Year 4 we develop essential language learning skills such as sentence 
building, grammatical structures and comprehension skills, all of which are taught in the 
context of ‘ma famille et moi’. Pupils have the opportunity to develop their language skills 
through a variety of activities e.g. role-play, songs and games with great emphasis on 
speaking. They also learn about the French culture and life in the wider French speaking 
world.

SPECIAL NEEDS
We provide education for children of all abilities and believe that children deserve an 
education that encourages and motivates them to achieve their full potential. All staff 
share the responsibility for the early identification of a child with Special Educational 
Needs, whether at lower or higher ability and we pride ourselves on the range of 
intervention programmes we deliver.
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EARLY YEARS
Strong links with our local pre-schools ensure a smooth transition into our Reception Class. 
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum sets out learning goals that the children are 
expected to achieve and the teaching and learning is organised into 3 prime areas (Personal
Social and Emotional development, Physical development and Communication and 
Language) and 4 specific areas of learning (Literacy, Numeracy, Understanding the World, 
Expressive Arts and Design.) The children learn through structured play in their ‘Busy Bee 
Time’ which provides opportunities for adult guided and child initiated activities. “Busy Bee
play date” sessions are held once a week in the summer term as well as a teddy bears 
picnic, and two transition afternoons before children start in Reception. These sessions 
provide an informal opportunity for children to become familiar with our school and each 
other.
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