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March 2017 
Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk

 

Safeguarding and E-Safety information for Parents and Carers. 
 

E-Safety – Setting up 

parental controls: 

Parental controls are 

software and tools which 

you can install on phones or 

tablets, games consoles or 

laptops – and even on your 

home broadband. 

You can use them to help you block or filter the content your child sees 

when searching online. And family-friendly public WiFi can help when you’re 

out and about. 

Parental controls are also available to help you to: 

 Plan what time of day your child can go online and how 

long for. 

 Stop them from downloading apps they're too young for.  

 Manage the content different members of the family can 

see. 

So whatever your child is doing online, there’s a way that you can help keep 

them safe.  

If you would like to set-up parental controls for your children, there is lots of 

excellent advice on the NSPCC website: just google ‘nspcc parental controls’. 

 

Upcoming Events 

If letters have not already been sent out 

for upcoming events, then they will be sent 

out in due course. 

Mrs Meteau’s Class Monday 20th 

March 

Roman Day Trip Dorchester Museum 

Wednesday 22nd March Years 3 & 4 

St Mary’s Hockey Tournament  

Thursday 23rd March Mr White’s class 

Roman Day Trip Dorchester Museum 

Friday 24th Red Nose Day  

Whole school taking part in activates 

Parents’ Evening 

Monday 27th & Tuesday 28th March 

2017  

Wednesday 29th March Year 5 & 6 

St Mary’s Hockey Tournament 

Tuesday 4th April Year 3 

Dorchester Museum 

Wednesday 5th April Choir 

Mary Rose 

Thursday 6th April  

School Disco – Catholic Hall 

End of Term 

10th   April until 21st April 

Half Term 

29th May until 2nd June 
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Friends of St Mary’s 
 
Upcoming Spring Term Events 

PAMPER EVENING - Saturday 18th March 2017 - Hosted by Nicola Senior 

St Edward’s Church Hall 5:00pm - 8:00pm 

Please come along and treat yourself, your friends and family to an evening of pampering and beauty. 

PARENTS EVENING - Monday 27th & Tuesday 28th March 2017  

St Mary’s School 3:30pm - 6:30pm 

This year we will be providing complimentary tea and coffee (and a biscuit!) whilst you are waiting to see your child’s 

teacher.  We would appreciate any kind offers to help serve the refreshments if anyone would like to volunteer; even 

twenty minutes of your time would be amazing. 

EASTER DISCO - Tuesday 4th April 2017 

St Edwards Church Hall - KS1 4:00pm - 5:15pm KS2 5:30pm - 6:45pm 

Please see our Facebook page as we would really like 3 or 4 volunteers for each Key Stage to help on the door, 

serving glowsticks, sweets and hot dogs!  A rota will be put up on the Facebook page in the next few days.  Please 

remember all Reception children need a parent to stay with them. 

That’s all for this term! We know it seems a lot to ask in one go, but if you’re able to offer to help and support by 

giving up just half an hour or more of your time then we can make sure all our children benefit and have fun.  All your 

help is valued enormously and we could not run the above events without your generous support, it is very much 

appreciated. 

If anyone has any ideas or suggestions for future events, then please come along to our next meeting which will be 

announced soon. 

Red Nose Day 

Pupils are invited to wear something red, with a red theme. Red Noses will 

be available to buy at school shortly. 

The children will be involved in some fun events on the field (weather 

permitting) which parents are invited to watch; teas and cakes will be sold 

by the PTA to raise funds. If you are able to bake cakes to be sold, please send them into school on the day. Events 

for Reception, Years   1, 2 and 3 will start at 1.30 pm and Year 4, 5 and 6 will be showcasing their cross country 

prowess from 2.15! Refreshments will be available on the playground during the races. If it is raining, we will go 

ahead with the refreshments in the hall but would have to cancel the races. 

Any volunteers willing to help need to contact the PTA (details available from the office). 
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Swanage Foodbank 

During the season of Lent we are asked to pray, fast and give; with this in mind we ask you to remember our local 

Foodbank. They provide vital support for individuals and families within our local community; buying an extra can or 

packet during Lent could be your way to give. Our donations box is in the corridor near the office. 

Year 3 Ancient Egyptian topic  

 Year 3 have designed and are making an Egyptian collar.  In Science Week we 

discussed the embalming of Egyptian mummies and we have set up an experiment 

to embalm some hot dogs! We have taken various measurements and will be observing and collating results over the 

next few weeks.  

Cycling and Scooting to and from school 

A reminder that if your child is scooting or cycling to school, it is a school rule that 

they must wear a helmet at all times.  

Year 5 & 6 children walking to and from school 

If you would like your child who is in Year 5 or 6 to walk to 

and from school alone they are only allowed to do so if you have completed the permission 

form. Please see Mrs Maidman in the office if you need a form. Children in these year groups 

are not allowed to walk younger siblings home with them. 

Music  

The rotary club of Swanage & Purbeck held their annual 

Young Musician Competition at the end of January. The Key Stage 2 section was 

adjudicated by Nikki Budd, the (music teacher at The Purbeck School.) Eighteen 

children (seven from St Mary’s) performed, some of them on two different 

instruments. Spike Barnes (clarinet) took 1st place, Evie Webster (vocal) gained 2nd place and former St Mary’s pupil 

Buzz Barnes (piano) was placed 3rd. Thomas Senior (violin) also won a prize for best beginner.  

Key Stage 3 musicians completed the next day and former St Mary’s pupil, Ellie Webster (vocal), gained highly 

commended.  

At the celebration concert, in which the prize winners were 

invited to perform, St Mary’s School choir combined with 

Swanage Primary Choir got the evening off to a rousing start with 

some spirited singing.  

Attendance 
A statement from our area Attendance Officer 
Did you know that any absence your child has from school has to be recorded on 

our registers and ‘coded’? Absence can be authorised or unauthorised. If your 

child’s attendance falls below 95% and there is further absence due to illness, 

we may request medical evidence for this. Medical evidence can be in the form of an appointment card or letter, a 

note from a medical professional, a prescription or a label from prescribed medication showing the child’s name and 

the date. If this evidence is produced, the head will be able to authorise your child’s absence due to illness.  

As a school community, we are working hard to improve attendance and this is one way that you as parents can help 

us to achieve this. 
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Year 6 Trip to London 

Year 6 had an amazing day in London, visiting Parliament, walking around 

Westminster and enjoying the views across London from the Eye. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairtrade Breakfast 

Reception, Years 1 and 2 and some of their 

parents enjoyed a Fairtrade breakfast 

together in the hall.  Key Stage 2 children 

also enjoyed their breakfast on Thursday. 

 
Dates for Holy Week / Easter Services at St 
Edward's Church 
Good Friday 3.00pm 
 
Easter Sunday 10.00am 

 

Lunch Time Supervisor 

We are currently looking for lunch time supervisors. Please enquire at the 

school office for further details on this position.   

  

Money Coming into School 

Please note that from 1st April we will 

no longer be able to accept the old 

£5.00 notes in school. Please remember 

to put all money coming into school in 

an envelope clearly labelled with your child’s name and what the money is 

for. 
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Rugby 

Congratulations to the KS2 Tag rugby team, who successfully won the 

Purbeck Tag Rugby Tournament for the third consecutive year. They 

have now progressed to the County Finals taking place in Bournemouth. 

The team remained unbeaten throughout the whole tournament; 

winning 5 matches and drawing 2.  

Hockey 

The Year 5 & 6 Hockey team travelled to Poole to play another Catholic school, St Mary’s. We played a 7 a side match 

on their 3G pitch. We went on to win 8-3. The match was played in good spirits; we thank St Mary’s for hosting the 

match for us.  

On a wet and cold Wednesday afternoon we travelled to Dorchester to Play Sunninghill Prep School. This time we 

travelled with two teams, which also consisted of three Year 4 players. We played to the full adult indoor hockey 

rules and played on their astro pitch. Both games were very fast and exciting and it was a great learning experience 

for all of our players. We had some exciting short corners to attack and defend. The match was umpired by a very 

experience hockey coach and he gave the children some great feedback at the end of match. The first team lost 4-1 

and second team drew 0-0. All players thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon tea that was provided for them.  

We are looking forward to welcoming both schools to St Mary’s to take part in our annual hockey tournament, along 

with other local schools in the Purbeck. 

We would like to say thank you for the continued support from the parents in getting the children home from these 

events. 

Kind regards 

Lisa Maidman 

 

 

 

St Mary's Sports News 

March 2017 
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