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September 2017 
Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk

 

Dear All,  

Welcome back! We hope you have all had a lovely summer and a restful break. We would like to welcome our new 

Reception class children to St Mary's along with their families. We also welcome seven children to St Mary's who will 

be joining Years 1, 3 & Year 5.  

To all parents-if you have any questions or require any information please come and see Lisa in the office or make an 

appointment to see me. 

We wish our leavers well as they start their new schools this week.  

Homework 

In the summer term St Mary’s decided to review our homework policy to focus on encouraging reading as much as 

possible, alongside weekly set mathletics tasks and learning of times tables (Years 1 to 6).  The following are our 

recommended  daily minimum guidelines: 

Reception  – 10 minutes 

Year 1 & 2 – 15 minutes 

Years 3 & 4 – 20 minutes 

Years 5 & 6 – 30 minutes 

The expectation is that reading should be recorded in Reading Record Books or Homework diaries by parents/other 

adults or pupils themselves in years 5 and 6 . Reading and mathletics will continue to be monitored in school and, if 

not being done at home, pupils will be expected to catch up in their own time during the school week. 

Supporting your child’s learning at home is hugely significant to their progress and attainment and we greatly value 

your support in this area. If you would like to discuss anything about homework further or have any questions, please 

contact the office and make an appointment. 

Reading Information session 

There are a number of ways to support children’s reading besides just hearing them read or getting them to read 

independently. To give parents/careers a better idea of the reading skills that are important for your child we are 

holding an information session for parents on reading next week.  At 2.30-2.45 on Monday 11th September parents 
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are invited into school to visit classrooms and see reading activities being delivered across the school.   At 2.45 pm 

there will be a meeting in the hall for parents where strategies to help your child with reading will be explained.  

Please just come to the office for 2.30 pm or come straight to the hall at 2.45 pm if you are interested in attending. If 

you are unable to attend but would like some resources sent to you, please inform the office. 

Lunchtime Supervisor 

We need another lunchtime supervisor to cover maternity leave/sickness. The hours are 12.00pm-1.00pm every 

Tuesday and Wednesday and also some extra when cover for sickness is needed. Please contact the office if you are 

interested. 

Improving English course for speakers of other languages 

The Improve your English course is due to run from 27th September to 11th July on Wednesday afternoons at St 

Mary’s. There are 15 places available and we hope to run a crèche. Please contact the office by Friday 15th September 

if you are interested. Mrs Maidman has further details and an application form for funding if it applies. 

School Uniform 

We would like to remind you of changes to our school uniform 

policy.  

Boys: 

 Grey trousers or grey shorts 

 Blue polo shirt (Does not have to have the school logo) 

 School logo sweatshirt  

 Grey socks 

 Black shoes, (not trainers, boots or fashion sandals) 

Girls 

 Grey pinafore dress/skirt/trousers 

 School logo sweatshirt/ logo cardigan  

 Blue polo shirt (Does not have to have the school logo) 

 Black shoes, (not trainers, boots or fashion sandals) 

 Blue and white check dress with short sleeves 

 

May we also remind you that our school uniform provider has also changed to Purbeck Embroidery. We believe this 

change in provider will make the ordering process much easier for parents, we are also proud to be supporting yet 

another local company in Swanage. If you have any feedback on the products and service you have received Lisa 

would be grateful if you could pop into the office and let her know.  

Hot Lunches  

Our hot lunch provider will remain with Crab Apple Catering. We are so pleased with the excellent quality of food 

that they are producing for our school, and would like to thank them for the wonderful food and service they have 

provided the school and staff.   

This year will see St Mary's move to an online hot lunch booking and payment system. We are looking forward to 

using this new system, which we again believe will make ordering a hot lunch for your child much simpler. It will also 
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reduce the paper that is currently sent home, and you will also be able to access your child's meals choices much 

easier. More information on this will be sent out in due course. Until them you will still be required to hand in the 

paper forms. 

Medical Information  

It is vital that St Mary's are informed of any changes in medical information to your child. Please come and see Lisa in 

the office if any changes have occurred during the summer.  

May we also remind you that if your child is asthmatic you are required to provide the school with two inhalers. We 

are unable to administer any medication to your children without your written consent. This needs to be done so on 

one of the school medical forms, which can be found outside of the school office on the wall. If you are unsure if your 

child's medication has gone out of date, again please come and see me.  

School Pupil Data System  

You will be shortly spent home a data collection form. This is an annual requirement from the government that the 

school have to send out. In order to make sure we hold your correct details and other information we would greatly 

appreciate your support in completing this form and returning it to school as soon as possible.  

 

 

Parent Mail 

Parent mail is our school email and text communication system. This system allows us to contact parents very quickly 

if required. It also allows us to send out daily information without the need to send paper home. We recommend 

that you sign up to this system if you are currently not using it. You can also add other people to this system; if you 

would like to add a career, or grandparent that regularly helps with your child, please let me know, all we will require 

is an email address. If you have changed your email address recently, please can you let Lisa know as soon as 

possible. 

 Cycling & Scooting to School  

Children in Year 5 & 6 are allowed to cycle to school on their own, once they have 

completed level 2 & 3 proficiency courses. These courses are available throughout the 

year at St Mary's, more information on this will follow in due course.  

All children are expected to wear a cycle helmet to school whether they are scooting 

or cycling. Please remember to disembark your bike or scooter before entering the 

school gates.  

 

Walking to and from school 

Children in Year 5 & 6 are allowed to walk to and from school on their own. Please 

complete the permission form to allow your child to do so. A reminder that they are not 

allowed to walk home if they have a younger sibling with them.  
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Early Birds 

Early birds club will continue to run. The cost of this club will remain at £1.00 per child per day. The club starts at 

8.00am, please do not arrive before this time. Children need to be brought to the school office. If the office is 

unstaffed, please ring the bell on the wall, next to the glass window. Payment and booking forms will be sent out 

soon.  

Parking  

Please can we remind parents/careers to park sensibly and to respect the 

markings outside of school. We recommend that you do not park on the 

opposite side of the school building where there is no pavement. We have 

received complaints from local residents about the way cars are being 

parked in the morning and afternoon so please have a concern for 

driveways. Thank you.  

 

 

 

After school clubs  

After school clubs will start next week. A letter and booking forms will sent home in due course. Please note that as 

clubs are limited in numbers, places will be given out on a first come first serve basis on the reply slips sent back. We 

cannot guarantee that all children will be given a place in the club they choose. Several of the clubs will be for invited 

children only. We do not offer after school clubs for Reception children. 

Fruit Snacks  

All children in KS1 (Reception, Year 1 & Year 2) are provided with a 

government funded free piece of fruit every day. This will be offered to 

children at their afternoon snack time. 

All children throughout the school are encouraged to bring in a piece of fruit 

or a vegetable for a morning snack. The school does not have enough spare 

fruit to give out to children if they forget to bring their fruit in.  

Nut Free School  

A reminder that St Marys is a nut-free school, due to several children having severe nut 

allergies. These children require Epi-Pens to deal with a reaction to a nut/nuts within 

products. Some children are sensitive to touch with their allergies, so with this in mind we 

ask you to remember this when sending packed lunches into school. 

 Packed Lunches  

For many, many years St Mary's has been a crisp-free 

school. This came into place a long time ago as part of 

encouraging the children to eat healthily. Please can 

crisps not be sent in with your child's packed lunch. 

Why not visit 'change for life' website to get some 

great ideas for mixing up that lunch box! We would 
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also advise parents to try and avoid many of the pre-packaged/processed items aimed at the school lunchbox market 

that have high levels of salt or sugar. 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life-beta/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes 

Absence / Attendance  

If your child is unwell, please call the school office and leave a message on our 24-

hour absence line before 9:30am to report them as absent, stating the reason e.g.: 

heavy cold/flu etc. Please note that if your child has sickness or diarrhoea that they 

must not return until 48 hours after the last episode. Any absence must be followed up with a letter or an email to 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk. If we do not hear from you, the school office has a duty to phone parents to 

follow up on this. 

Attendance 

Medical absence requests must be submitted on a form available on the website or from the school office. In the vast 

majority of cases holidays will be unauthorised; however, it is crucial from a safeguarding point of view we are aware 

of the reason that your child is not in school and we appreciate your co-operation with this.  If you do complete a 

holiday request form, you will be asked to come in and discuss this with our Chair of Governors.  

The school holds regular meetings with an attendance officer who covers the Dorset area. Internally we also have 

attendance meetings, that regularly look at all of the children's attendance. With this in mind letters are sent home.  

if there is a concern. 

Access To School  

Just a quick note to remind you that the school gate opens at 8.40am, with school starting at 8.50pm. We therefore 

politely request that you do not arrive before this time, unless your children are going to Early Birds’ Club. Similarly, 

school ends at 3.15pm. Please do not arrive before 3.00pm, which is when the school gate will be opened. 

To fulfil our child protection requirements, we cannot have people on the school site before these times unless it is 

for a specific reason. 

In addition to this, we would ask that if you need to see a member of staff before or after school, or you need to 

come into the school building, that you go through the school office. You will be required to sign in when entering 

the school building.  Please do not come in via the pupil entrance by the school hall or via Reception and Year 1 class 

rooms. 

We hope that you will understand that in order to protect the children in school we cannot allow people without DBS 

clearance to wander around the site during the school day without authorisation. Parent events are an exception.  

Late Arrivals  

All late children will need to report to the school office, on arrival parents will be required to sign them in via a book. 

A reminder that in many cases your child would have missed the morning register and this will have a knock-on effect 

on your child's attendance.   

Contacting Staff 

We respectfully ask that you do not contact members of staff via social media or their personal phones. We are a 

welcoming school and will attempt to meet with parents to discuss any issues as soon as is practicable.  

Please contact the school office.  
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I apologise for the procedural nature of much of the content of the newsletter and look forward to be able to 

celebrate more of what the children have been doing in future. Please sign and return the attached homeschool 

agreement as soon as possible (except Reception parents who have already done son). 

We are looking forward to an enjoyable term ahead. 

Kind Regards 

 

Maria Gadston  

Acting Head Teacher   


