
Reading

Success in reading is fundamental to 

success in school.

Reading is all about acquiring meaning; 

for enjoyment, information and 

understanding.

 It is not a performance.

 It is not a test.

Every time you finish a book – do you 

always choose a harder one next time?



Reading requires two skills
 

Phonics and Word 

Recognition

The ability to 

recognise words 

presented in and out 

of context.

The ability to blend 

letter sounds 

(phonemes) 

together to read 

words.

Understanding

The ability to understand 

the meaning of the words 

and sentences in a text.

The ability to understand 

the ideas, information 

and themes in a text.

If a child understands 

what they hear, they will 

understand the same 

information when they 

read.



You can never start too early with comprehension 

and this has to run parallel to phonic knowledge 

with young children.

 Sharing a book with an adult develops a child’s 

comprehension skills even if they’re not reading the 

words themselves.

 Language in books is different to spoken language so 

you get things from books you don’t get from speech.

 The difficulty some children have with reading is not 

always related to a poor grasp of phonics, also can be a 

simple lack of exposure to language.

 You need both phonics and comprehension – good phonic 

knowledge is limited if you can’t grasp meaning and no 

matter how good your comprehension is, you need to be 

able to read the individual words.



What to do if your child is stuck

 Use phonics first. What sound does the word begin with? Can you say the 

sounds in the word? Blend them together. Sh i p

 Can you decode by chunking the word?

 Fan tas tic

 Read to the end of the sentence. What would make sense?

 What is the text about – what might fit here?

 Does it sound right?

 Look at the picture. Does it help?



How to use these strategies at home

John let his pet frog go.

It ******across the grass.

What is the first sound?

It h***** across the grass.

What would make sense?

It hopping across the grass.

Does that sound right?

It hopped across the grass.

But be mindful of frustration thresholds.



Understanding

(Comprehension)
 Being able to read does not mean you understand what 

you read.

 Your child might sound like a good reader but may not 

necessarily understand what the text means.

 Leaving fluent readers to read on their own is not 

necessarily going to develop their comprehension skills.

 The best way to develop understanding is to talk about 

texts.



Understanding

(Comprehension)  Key Skills
 Finding information on the page.

 Clarifying the meaning of words/thinking of synonyms. What effect does the 

choice of words have on the reader?

 Summarising key events/points.

 Being able to find information that is not on the page. Looking for clues –

reading between the lines –Inference and deduction. Reasons for characters 

actions and speech. Feelings involved and reasons for these.

 Thinking about situations and predicting what might happen.

 Putting yourself in a character’s shoes and understanding what is going on 

from their viewpoint.

 Thinking of questions they would like to know the answer to.

 Identifying links with other texts they have read, similar characters, themes 

etc

 Talking about their opinion on a book/story/text.



Hearing your child read

Choose a quiet time and give your child 

your full attention;

Give support if required using the strategies 

explained earlier.

Encourage use of punctuation to help with 

expression.

Explain the meaning of new words.

Talk about the text.



Talking about books

It is not a test!

Do you like this book; why?

Who is your favourite character?

Tell me about a character in the book.

Which words tell you what the character is like?

How would you feel?

What do you think will happen next?

What would you do?

What have you learned about …… in your book?

What can you tell me about…?

How do you know ………………….?



Reading to your children

 Introduce your children to different types of books; 

classic fiction, chapter books, short stories, joke 

books, poetry, non-fiction.

 Try reading texts that are more advanced than ones 

that  they would be able to read themselves.

 Read them the book that was your favourite when you 

were a child.

 Read slowly, with expression. Try to use different and 

funny voices for characters.

 Follow the words and read the story using the pictures.

 Talk about what is happening and what might happen 

next. Leave the story on a cliffhanger!


