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October 2017 
Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk

 

 

Dear Parents, 

As we approach the end of the first month back at school, it seems everyone 

has settled in really well. From my lunchtime visits to the school hall, I am 

very impressed with our new Reception intake; they seem to have very good 

appetites and are willing to try most things put in front of them!  The new 

pupils we have welcomed to St Mary’s have also settled in really well and 

this is a great credit to the kindness and care shown to them by their 

classmates as well as other children on the playground etc.   

We hope you will take the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress in the 

forthcoming parent meetings coming up before half term, but please 

remember that if there is anything you would like to discuss at any time, 

please just ask Janice or Lisa in the office. Our website is also a great way of 

finding out what goes on at St Mary’s and contains a wealth of information 

as well as some great photos and links.  Mr Wollen does all the work on it 

himself, and we are very proud of it as a showcase for our school. 

 

St. Mary’s Bake Off for Macmillan 

Cancer Support – a huge thanks to 

everyone who baked/bought/donated 

to the cake event. We raised a 

whopping £473.21 and it was great to 

have such fantastic support from parents and pupils. Some of the photos 

sent in, along with others taken on the day, are now on the school website.  

A special mention to the PTA members who helped out, some of whom were 

here most of the day. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

If letters have not already been sent out 

for upcoming events, then they will be sent 

out in due course. 

Wednesday 11th October Year 6  

Keep Museum school trip 

Thursday 12th October 

Harvest Festival Mass – School Hall 9.00am 

Life Education Bus – Years  

Reception 1, 2 & 3 

Friday 13th October 

Life Education Bus  

Years 4, 5 & 6 

Friday 20th October 

Dress down Day all years £1.00 for our PTA 

School Disco KS1 4.30pm -5.30pm 

School Disco KS2 5.45PM - 6.45pm 

Half Term – School Finishes at 3.15pm 

Monday 30th October 

Inset Day 

Friday 3rd November  

School Photos 

Year 6 Forest School  

13th November to 17th November  

Book Week 

Thursday 7th December  

Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 School 

Christmas Play  

(Details of KS2 Christmas arrangements to 

follow) 

Friday 8th December 

Christmas Fayre 

mailto:office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk
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PTA 

We are very appreciative of our PTA and their hard work in raising money for the 

school. As you will probably be aware, school funding is being reduced in real terms 

and is having significant impact on how schools can operate.  At the moment, we are 

in the fortunate position that the support of parents/relatives/friends of the school 

means that we can use the funds raised in many important areas and continue to 

offer a broad and balanced curriculum.  We are hoping that we can use PTA funds to build an outside reading 

cabin/learning space in the school grounds. Any ideas/practical help or skills that you might be able to make to this 

project would be greatly appreciated.  

The next PTA event is the school disco on Friday 20th October after school. 

Life Education Visit 

The mobile classroom will be arriving next week and we are delighted to be able 

to host this again as it visits the area every two years.  All the children will be 

having a session in the classroom which is equipped with some great resources.  

The PTA have kindly agreed to subsidise the visit from their funds to make it 

more affordable for pupils.  However, we are relying on all children bringing in a 

contribution of £3 towards the cost. 

 

Forest Schools 

St Mary’s is committed to offering pupils a broad, engaging curriculum whenever possible. This year we have booked 

six weekly Forest Schools sessions run by Wide Horizons for all classes, starting with Year 6 after half term. Pupils will 

be taken to the Townsend Activity Centre in Swanage and spend a two-hour session on a range of outdoor learning 

activities. 

The considerable cost of the programme is mainly being met from our Sports Funding grant that we get directly from 

the government (and which has recently been considerably increased). Parents will just be asked to help cover the 

cost of transport and the extra staffing required. 

The programme is as follows: 

Year 6 – Second half autumn term 

Years 4 & 5 – First half spring term 

Year 3 – Second half spring term 

Year 2 – First half summer term 

Year 1 & Reception – Second half summer term 

Admissions 

We are obliged to inform you that the consultation on Dorset admission arrangements for 2019/20 is now available 

to view at www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/school-admissions-policies 

The consultation period runs until 10th November and details are also on the school website. 

 

 

http://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/school-admissions-policies
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj5g8HI_tvWAhVBCcAKHQ93A7kQjRwIBw&url=http://www.hagbourne.oxon.sch.uk/wordpress/?attachment_id%3D967&psig=AOvVaw2vrIruO4Y4XZ0ibpPgS8_3&ust=1507378748342569
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Attendance 

Please note, that along with all the other schools in Purbeck, we are 

following a shared attendance policy that is based on practices set out by 

Dorset County Council. The current situation is that if your child has more 

than ten unauthorised absences (5 whole days) during any 12-week period, 

fines will be incurred.  These are triggered by the registers returned to DCC by the school, and any fines issues are at 

their discretion.  Each adult responsible for the child will be fined £60 each. (Regardless of whether the child is going 

away with either one of both parents) We have been asked to inform you that this is also no longer able to be paid by 

instalments, and doubles if not paid within 30 days.  

Parent Interviews 

These are scheduled for the week beginning 16th October and are an opportunity for you 

to discuss your child’s progress in their new year group so far.  Please make sure you 

return the letter as soon as possible to book an appointment. 

E-Safety 

Please be vigilant around children’s access to the 

internet. There have been many cases in Dorset 

highlighting the serious danger of young children using games/websites with video sharing platforms.  We are also 

aware that many children access inappropriate content for their age, especially on or via youtube. For more detailed 

information please visit the Dorset Safe Schools Communities Team website and read the newsletters for parents. 

https://www.dorset.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/safe-schools-communities-team/ 

Private Tutors 

We have also been asked to make parents aware of the need to complete safeguarding checks on private tutors, for 

music, extra academic tuition, sports coaching etc.  There is a leaflet in the school entrance hall to help. 

Reading 

Thank you to those parents who attended the recent reading information session. Please try and 

encourage reading at home as much as possible. There is some information and suggestions on 

how to do so on the school website.  Remember reading to and with your child is the single most 

important thing you can do in terms of boosting your child’s achievement and progress at school 

and it is at the heart of our homework policy. 

 

 

 

Road Safety 

Please make sure pupils do not play on the part of the school used by cars inside the school gates. We have had a 

number of misses with vehicles arriving or departing at drop off and pick up times opening the gates to enter and 

finding children playing/walking on the road. I know it is crowded but please make sure children keep to the 

pedestrian area. Please also ensure that your do not park on the opposite side of the road to the school, nor on the 

yellow zig-zag lines by the entrance to the school. We also ask that you do not use the school entrance as a turning 

point (even in the morning) but use the roundabout at the end of the road. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjak6_E_9vWAhVqJcAKHR88C9cQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cathcartstreet.wirral.sch.uk/website/attendance_information&psig=AOvVaw2qtSVIaGhlmB6yhzd27ift&ust=1507379272634466
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwih97nl_9vWAhUE2BoKHe76DKEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fouldsp.org/parents-evening-presentations&psig=AOvVaw2HJ69OAk6At4NByQRL9xgF&ust=1507379338755448
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwib4oeXgNzWAhVEKMAKHY8JC9QQjRwIBw&url=http://www.st-lukes-ce23.lancsngfl.ac.uk/index.php?category_id%3D59&psig=AOvVaw2Wc_XNaDoC9Jrk25OF8jXD&ust=1507379445266612
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwii6qKogdzWAhUIJ8AKHT8bAggQjRwIBw&url=https://notanothermotherblog.wordpress.com/2012/06/12/reading-to-your-children-everyday-does-make-a-difference/&psig=AOvVaw2PjLutr6Nq0MNG49JT1XTH&ust=1507379734801447
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwis1f7IgdzWAhUjDMAKHeOfDG8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/topic/world-around-us/environment/travel-and-transport/road-safety.html&psig=AOvVaw3oIUOJhb1hLUpFEasmakE7&ust=1507379794012715
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Multisport 

 Altogether twenty children have taken part in lots of different sports held at the Purbeck School so far this term. The 

children from years 3, 4, 5 and 6 thoroughly enjoyed themselves and competing against other schools. In some cases 

it was the first time they had represented the school. It was really good to see how much they had learnt about how 

to be good team players.  

Our friendship with Sunninghill Prep School continued this term with them coming to St Mary’s for two sporting 

fixtures. Both were football and we were especially pleased to see our Year 4 girl’s team play so well and win their 

first ever match. The boy’s team were also able win, and showed good team work and strategic play. The Year 6 

second team played very well and won 4-0 and the first team drew 1-1 in a very entertaining match. We will look 

forward to going to Sunninghill in Dorchester to play them at Hockey in the New Year.    

Year 3 & 4 girl’s football festival  

Ten Year 3 & 4 girls were selected to take part in the Dorset FA girl’s 

football festival. Our school was rewarded for its participation rates in last 

year’s competitions and were selected from 10 other Purbeck schools. The 

girls had a brilliant day where they were taught how to: be a goal keeper, to 

do freestyle skills, to be a referee and much much more. The day ended 

with mini 5-A-Side games where we played well and won 1 match, drew 2 

and lost 1. The girls learnt a lot of skills and we hope to continue this with a 

lunchtime club for them. A special thank you must go to Mr and Mrs 

Edmunds from Purbeck Embroidery, as they kindly donated sports hoodies for the girls to wear at this event. The 

team were so excited when the hoodies were handed out and they kept them lovely and warm all day. Thank you so 

very much for your kindness! 

Boys 5 & 6 pyramid football tournament 

Year 5 and 6 boys represented the school at the Purbeck School in the annual 7 a side tournament where the winners 

progress to the county finals. Our boys played really well and were in the lead, with one game to go. We had beaten 

Stoborough, Wool and St Mark’s. Going into our last match we needed to beat Wareham St Mary's which we were 

unable to do, losing 2-0. Overall, we finished second and now have some hard work to do to try and win the Purbeck 

Cup.   

 

 

 

St Mary's Sports News 

September & October 2017 
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