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It has only been a short half term and it seems very soon to say we are approaching the half-way point of the term 

and indeed the year.  Everyone enjoyed the panto and surprise helicopter visit! Year 4 and 5 have completed their 

Forest Schools sessions and Key Stage 1 have had Whizzpops Science and a puppet theatre.   All classes are having 

workshops around farming either side of half term from Wessex Conservation Grazing. 

Parent Interviews 

Mid-year reviews for parents are scheduled for after half-term and you should receive a 

letter shortly offering an opportunity to book an appointment to talk to your child’s 

teacher about their progress. 

 

E-Safety  

We marked Safer Internet Day on February 6th with key stage 

assemblies and emphasised the importance of staying safe online 

and having time away from screens. Children in Key Stage 2 will be 

bringing home an Acceptable Use Agreement that both they and 

their parents are asked to sign and return to school as soon as possible.  This is part of our E-safety Policy and we 

would be grateful if you could confirm your agreement. Mr Wollen has added resources for parents on the E-safety 

page of the website which are very informative and help to keep up with current guidance. 

 

Northbrook Road Planning Application 

We are very concerned about the safety of our pupils and their families on the roads outside and when approaching 

the school. Some of these concerns are the result of inconsiderate parking/driving, but many are due to lack of 

appropriate signage, lighting and speed restrictions that have not been updated since the school was built in 2014. 

On hearing that there is a new planning application to build 90 homes on land opposite the school, in addition to the 

45 homes already approved on the land adjacent to the grammar school, we are now obviously anxious that this 

situation is addressed. We have been very well supported by many of the parents who are attending various planning 

meetings to ensure that these concerns are taken into account in any planning approval.  We would also like to thank 

everyone who responded to the Parentmail asking for people to respond to the Barratts’ planning application online. 
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However, immediate action is unlikely and in the meantime the School Council will be looking at ways of improving 

safety on Northbrook Rd. 

Pencil cases 

Please note that after half-term pupils in Year 5 and 6 should no longer bring their own pencil cases and pens into 

school. They will be bringing them home at the end of this week. It would also be helpful if older pupils could avoid 

bringing large rucksacks into school as there is very little storage space in the classrooms. 

Worth Less Campaign 

You may be aware of the pressure school budgets are under. This is particularly problematic in some areas of the 

country because government funding gives different amounts of money to schools in different parts of the country. 

Unfortunately, Dorset receives some of the lowest per pupil funding in England. 

A group of Dorset headteachers have formed a campaign called Worth Less aimed at getting a fairer funding system. 

They are getting increasingly worried about the financial position of Dorset schools and feel that parental support is 

crucial to getting action on this matter. We have attached a letter for your information. 

Reading  

We are trialling an initiative that has proven popular in a number of other schools which is aimed 

at improving engagement with reading and helping with some children who are reluctant readers. 

Every Thursday, the hall will be open after school until 4.00 pm for parents who would like to read 

with their child before they leave for home. Pupils will be able to share the reading book they are 

working on at the moment. Younger siblings are welcome, but please could we ask that they do 

not disrupt the reading.  

Parish News 

The Church of the Holy Spirit and St. Edward invites children to take part in 'Our Way of the Cross', a journey of faith 
through the six Sundays of Lent.  Our journey begins on Sunday 18th February and will take place during the 
Children's Liturgy session at the 9 a.m. mass.  Each week, children will make a cross showing the intention that week, 
which they will hang on our prayer tree in the church. 
  
This is a very positive way to help children prepare for the great celebration of Easter and St Edward's offers a very 
warm welcome to you all. 

Forthcoming events 

Reminder Monday 19th February is an INSET day. 

Forest Schools Year 3: Tuesday 20th and every Tuesday until Easter. Please make sure they come in to school 

appropriately dressed on the first day back after half term. 

Parent Interviews: week commencing 26th February. 

World Book Day 1st March: bring in your favourite book to share with reading buddies from other classes. 

Science Week: 5th March 

PTA events 

KS1 Movie Night: Thursday 1st March 

KS2 Movie Night: Friday 2nd March 

Friday 23rd March: School Disco 


