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Well, we all got lulled into a false sense of summer by the weather at the beginning of term and sadly the school is 

once again strewn with lost jumpers and coats! During the brief interlude of heat, a parent suggested school caps, so 

Purbeck Embroidery are now selling them, and they have been added to other items of uniform on sale for St. Mary’s. 

This term is traditionally our busiest, and we will endeavour to keep you as informed as possible. Don’t forget the 

school website is a useful point of reference. 

Fundraising 

This year we have two major projects we are trying to raise money for.  One is the running track/multi-purpose 

sports area for the school field; this is being partly funding from our PE budget, but needs additional funds as well.  

We hope to do a whole school sponsored walk after half term to raise money for this project. 

The other is an additional learning space.  As St Mary’s has grown considerably since the school was built in 2014, 

learning space for group activities outside the classroom is limited.  We hope to raise enough money to have a 

wooden building put up in the grounds that would have multi-purpose use. The PTA is working hard to raise money 

towards this and we also have some very dedicated parents who are helping as try to get funding from other sources.  

We are also delighted to announce that this year we have been chosen as the Chairman’s charity by the Swanage 

Carnival chairman, Maria Dando (who has a grandson at St Mary’s).  If you have any other ideas for raising money, 

please get in touch.  

Carnival Walking Float 

A group of parents are looking to enter a walking float (in the under 16's category) in this year's carnival on the 

theme 'Swanage Goes Safari'.   If you are interested, please register your interest at one of the tea afternoons. They 

are also looking for volunteers who are good a face-painting to lend a hand. 
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Tea Afternoons 

Following on from last year, John Lejeune has organised afternoon tea sessions in the hall or 

outside this term. Everyone is welcome, but children must be accompanied by an adult who is 

responsible for their supervision. The following dates have been agreed with Father Paul and 

different classes are allocated cake making responsibilities. 

18th May - Reception 

25th May – Year 1 & 2 

6th July – Year 3 

13th July – Year 4 & 6 

20th July – Year 5 

Parking  

We have been waiting for DCC to sort out the road signage outside the school for some time.  

Last term, the School Council looked at issues around road safety outside school and came up 

with the idea of polite parking notices for cars they felt were parking unsafely or driving too 

fast.  They are going to be outside school in the coming weeks, so please respect their 

intentions and feel free to talk to the children about any of your concerns. 

Safer Internet 

The Safer Schools Communities Team is coming into school this term to deliver 

workshops to all classes on e-safety.  They also are providing an information 

session for parents which will be on Friday 8th June after school.  I would 

strongly recommend that you try to attend; it is an extremely informative and 

important session, and there are things that really should be known about the 

internet and how it can impact on children and families.  Feedback is always really positive, but unfortunately not 

many parents often attend because they think and feel they know enough already.  I can assure you this is not the 

case, and if you do attend, you will be considerably the wiser!  We are hoping that giving plenty of notice will 

encourage more parents to attend. 

Purbeck Arts Weeks and Exhibition 

Thank you for all the lovely contributions that have been sent in so far on the theme 

of movement. The children at school are working on class projects on the same 

theme and you are invited to come and view everything we have jointly created at 

an exhibition in the school hall on Friday 11th May. An entrance fee of £1 per family will go towards school funds. 

Governor News 

We would like to thank Emma Anderson for all her hard work and dedication during her time on the governing body.  

We welcome Thomas Norman as a new Parent Governor.  If you would like more information about who the current 

governors are, what they do and what their particular responsibilities are, please visit the Governor page on our 

school website. 

As you know, governors regularly visit the school to help staff fulfil their roles and responsibilities. Governor visits 

help to improve knowledge of the school, its needs, priorities, strengths and weaknesses. They are important in 

monitoring and assessing the priorities in the academy and school’s strategic plans.  During visits, governors talk to 
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staff and children as well as school leaders and present reports on their findings to the full governing body. This year, 

governor visits have so far included: 

 English Data and Subject Monitoring  

 Maths Data and Subject Monitoring 

 Health and Safety Reviews 

 Safeguarding 

As governors, we like to be a part of school life as much as possible and for this reason we come into school for a 

myriad of reasons: Mr. Baker has attended school council meetings this year to listen to the viewpoint of the pupils; 

some governors attend Mass when it is held in school; some of our governors (who are ex-teachers) help as 

volunteer readers.  Recently, Ela Tylek (a new Foundation Governor) has started a school newspaper that is currently 

being written by Y4 pupils.  The first issue was sold out! 

This term, some governors have attended training sessions on the following: 

 Safeguarding 

 FFT Data Analysis 

 New Governors Information and Responsibilities 

 

Please remember that if you have any points or questions that you would like to raise with the governing body, you 

can do so through the school office email: office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk  

Thank you to all parents for your continued support of our school. 

Parent Governor Vacancy 

There is still one vacancy remaining for a parent governor. The deadline for submitting an interest is the end of this 

week. If you would like to come in and have an informal chat about the role, please get in touch. 

St Mary’s Sports 

St Mary’s Sports has been flourishing this year with record numbers of attendees. Thanks must go to Mrs Maidman 

and Mr White for having over 50 children each Tuesday afternoon (often battling the elements to keep the club on). 

This term, the children will be focusing on improving their skills in tennis, cricket and athletics. They are particularly 

looking forward to the high jump where we are the only primary school in the Purbeck to offer this athletic event to 

pupils.   

In curriculum time, pupils in Year 5 and 6 have been working on their gymnastic skills (especially the vault) where 

there have been some excellent performances. The other sports we will be focusing on are cricket, tennis and 

athletics working towards Sports Day.   

We have also continued our strong links with Swanage and Wareham Cricket Club whose coach, Tim Ives has been 

coming in and working with every year group in developing pupils’ and staff understanding of the game. As a school, 

we are very grateful for this opportunity.   

Well done to every pupil who is still running ten minutes every day and skipping 3 times a week for two minutes. This 

is really paying off for our pupils and we are sure that come sports day, you will see how well pupils have built up 

their stamina and their ability to run longer distances.   
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Upcoming Sporting Events: 

May 3rd: Tag Rugby Year 5 and 6 (12 Pupils) 

May 11th: Kwik Cricket Year 5 (8 Pupils) 

May 21st: Kwik Cricket Year 6 (8 Pupils) 

Dates: 

SATs week: Year 6 pupils will be taking their SATs during the week beginning 14th May.  Year 

2 will be taking theirs over the weeks preceding half term. 

Friday 4th May:  class photos  

7th May: Bank holiday 

Friday 11th May: PAW Arts exhibition 

23rd May: Mary Procession in honour of Our Lady (we will be asking children to bring in a small plant that can be 

planted in our school grounds)  

28th to 1st June: May half term (Please note that Monday 4th June is an INSET day and school will be closed.) 

Friday 29th June:  Summer Fair 

Tuesday 17th July: Sports Day 

Friday 20th July: Leavers’ Mass 

Tuesday 24th July: End of summer term 

 


