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We hope everyone enjoyed the holiday weather at half term; it was lovely to have good weather during an actual 

school holiday, which is not always the case! We are now back at school for the last leg of the academic year and, as 

always, facing a very busy schedule of events. We will endeavour to keep you informed of all that is happening as best 

we can, and urge you to use the website for key dates etc. Please also look at the class blogs - they are regularly updated 

with photos and class information. 

It is always useful to have feedback from parents and one of the issues recently raised has been the lack of sufficient 

notice for the financial costs (especially residentials) which we appreciate can be difficult to manage. We apologise for 

this, and from September hope to have a provisional calendar of any major payments that might be required over the 

year. In addition, we will also be looking at a range of alternatives for the Year 4 and Year 6 residentials to try and keep 

costs down.  We are very lucky to have the use of the two minibuses, which does keep costs down considerably and 

also means we can get out and about as much as possible. 

Staffing 

Mrs Gould has left us to start her maternity leave with only two weeks to spare before the date her baby is expected!  

We are all wishing her well for the birth of her second little boy and I am sure Year 3 will all be keen to keep up with 

the news! Mrs Horley will be taking over teaching in Year 3 on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

Mrs Parish is hanging up her teaching hat at the end of the year, and we are very sad to see her go. Details of next 

year’s staffing arrangements will be confirmed shortly. 

Mrs Buckle is also retiring from all her teaching commitments in local schools at the end of this term. She has made an 

enormous contribution over the years to music at St Mary’s, and we will be very sad to see her go. Ms Michie will be 

taking over the school choir and Karen Dando will be coming in to take over violin tuition.  There will be a collection for 

Mrs Buckle in the office if you would like to contribute. 

Gardening 

A big thanks to all the donations of plants for gardening club and the Mary 

Procession; the children have done a great job on digging, weeding and planting 

and the school grounds now look great. A particular mention to Julian Wright and 
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Simon Kitcatt for the donation of a polytunnel.  The gardeners are now in need of any large garden tools (e.g 

spades/forks etc) and volunteers to help put up the polytunnel! 

   Daily Run 

St Mary’s is now marked on the Daily Mile Map for schools in the UK. Find 

us on https://thedailymile.co.uk/participation-map/ 

We are very proud of our run, which has had a significant impact on pupil 

fitness, and Mr White is convinced this plays a big part in our success in 

local sports competitions. This year, St Mary’s has won Purbeck 

competitions in netball, rugby, cricket, athletics, hockey and golf.  In 

recognition of our efforts, the local police and fire service are sending representatives to take part in the run; we are 

expecting members of the Swanage Fire Station on June 20th. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored Walk 

Whilst we are on the subject of fitness and getting out and about, we are planning a St Mary’s Sponsored Walk for the 

2nd July. This will involve all classes from Reception to Year 6 on routes of varying lengths, but all based around Ballard 

Down/Studland/Ulwell. More details will follow with sponsorship forms and if you would like to join in, please mention 

this to your child’s classteacher. 

The money raised will be going towards improving our sports facilities. We had thought of having a running track 

installed to help with the daily run through the year when the field is wet. However, we are now looking at a larger 

rectangular, multi-purpose artificial surfaced area at one end of the field. This would mean that more than one class at 

a time could do PE outside when the field is wet, as well as providing an additional play space that could be utilised in 

a variety of ways.  

If you have or know anyone who might have any expertise to help in this project, it would be great to hear from you. 

New General Data Protection Regulations 

As part of new legislation we have had to review our privacy notice (now updated on 

the website) and also issue new photographic, film and media consent forms for 

pupils. The new forms will be going out shortly and will then just need to be re-issued annually. We do need them 

signed and returned; we cannot assume that you have given consent by not responding. Please look out for them in 

the next couple of weeks and sign and return as soon as possible. 
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Backpacks / Rucksacks 

As the school continues to expand and space is increasingly at a 

premium, we are politely requesting that if your child sends a 

backpack or rucksack into school that it is as small as possible for 

what it needs to contain. We are introducing a St Mary’s 

backpack to be supplied from Purbeck Embroidery (£14.95) and 

ask that if buying a new one, you purchase one of these so we can gradually phase out other kinds. 

There should also be a St Mary’s sunhat available shortly from the same suppliers. These will be particularly useful 

when taking classes out of school as it makes quick identification much easier. 

PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING ARE CLEARLY LABELLED WITH CHILDREN’S NAMES. We appreciate that 

often things go missing even when they are named which can be very frustrating but there is still a significant amount 

of uniform that is not labelled (and often brand new!). 

Plastic Free Picnic 

St Mary’s will be supporting the Plastic Free Day being run by Litter Free Coast & Sea on Tuesday July 3rd.  We are 

challenging pupils to try and bring in a zero waste packed lunch which means there would be no single-use plastic items 

such as straws, wrappers, throw-away drinks cartons/bottles and other packaging. We will be doing a comparison with 

a normal day to see impact and hope you will support this initiative. Obviously the long-term aim is to get parents to 

think about how they could avoid buying stuff for lunchboxes that involves single-use plastic on a regular basis. 

   Late Birds! 

We are considering offering a club to be run on similar lines to Early Birds to look after pupils from 3.15 pm until 5.30 

pm from September. The cost would most likely be around £5 per session payable on the day or booked in advance. 

However, we need an indication of how many parents might be interested before committing to staffing costs. Please 

could you let a member of the office staff know in the next couple of weeks if you would be interested in using this on 

a fairly regular basis. 

Sports Bulletin from Mr White 

Congratulations to the year 6 boys’ cricket team who won the Purbeck Pyramid Kwik Cricket Competition convincingly 
at the Purbeck School. The boys will now head to Bryanston tomorrow for the County finals where we are hoping to beat 
our 3rd place finish of last year. The Year 5 mixed cricket team also had the same success at local level, winning all three 
of their games comfortably and will also head to the county finals in Wimborne. The girls Year 6 cricket team, many 
playing their first ever match, did well and finished second in the pyramid competition. All of them had learnt how to 
bowl correctly and represented the school with credit. 
Thanks must go to Tim Ives from Swanage Cricket Club who hosted the tournament superbly and who also came into 
our school to help coaching.  
 
A big mention must go to Year 4 and the pupils who represented the school at the Big Swing Golf Competition held at 
the Purbeck School. The teamwork on show was amazing and both of our teams were able to finish first and second at 
the tournament. We will now be able to take a representative side to the County Finals on the following Wednesday. 
Thank you to Mrs Maidman for taking these children to this event. 
 
A final mention must go to the pupils who represented the school at the "CAN DO" watersports festival at Poole Park. 
The pupils that went had a very special day out and when they got back to school they were very enthusiastic about the 
experience. They got the chance to sail and kayak. Overall we finished second in the county and we are very proud of 
this achievement. Thank you to Mrs Nash for taking the pupils to this fantastic event.  
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Key Dates 

Brenscombe Residential for Y4 – 25th to 27th June 

Summer Fair – June 29th 

PGL Residential for Y6 – 6th to 9th July 

Tea afternoons – Year 3 - 6th July,  

Years 4 & 6 July 13th 

Y5 July 20th  

Sponsored walk – Monday 2nd July 

Plastic Free Picnic – Tuesday 3rd July 

Transition day – Thursday 5th July 

First Holy Communion – 15th July 

Year 6 play – 18th July 

Leavers’ Mass – Friday 20th July  

   Sports Day – Tuesday 17th July (reserve date Thursday 19th July) 

   End of term for pupils – Tuesday 24th July at 1.30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 


