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A warm welcome back to everyone after such a lovely summer and especially to our new families joining our school 

community who have their first child starting in Reception or in other classes in the school.  We are delighted to have 

the new astro surface ready for use; it is just in front of the pre-school if you would like to have a look. Thank you 

again for all the fundraising that was involved that enabled us to go ahead with the project – we would not have 

been able to do this without your support. 

PTA 

A large part of the money for the astro was raised over several years by our very hardworking PTA. Owing to the 

amount of work that has fallen on a relatively few number of regularly available volunteers, we need to decide 

whether it is feasible to continue to operate a PTA along existing lines.  We appreciate that many families have 

extremely busy lives and finding time to help out alongside juggling other commitments can be very challenging.  The 

PTA Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday 21st September at 2.30 pm in the school hall when we can review 

the position.  We would welcome any new members who may be able to spare some time to help the school in this 

way or have ideas that might be helpful.  If you would like to have an informal chat before the meeting, please speak 

to me on the gate or call in. 

Planning Application for Northbrook Rd 

Thank you to all who submitted responses to Purbeck District Council over the summer. The application has yet to be 

put before the District Council.   Hatty and David Fawcett are doing a great job of keeping us all abreast of what is 

going on! 

Carnival 

Thanks also to all who supported the St Mary’s Carnival 

float on what was a very rainy and windy day. Mr. and 

Mrs. Lejeune did a great job and we look forward to 

attending the Carnival Presentation Evening in October 

as a chosen charity. Thank you also to all the children 

that took part in the carnival running race; it was 

wonderful to see so many St Mary’s children taking part 

from Reception children through to Year 6 pupils.    
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Chair of Governors 

Sadly, our present Chair of Governors, Pete Meteau, has resigned due to ill health. St Mary’s is extremely grateful for 

all his hard work over the last eight years, which has involved a number of major challenges, including the move to 

our existing site from Manor Rd. A new Chair will be appointed at the forthcoming Governors’ Meeting. 

Late Birds 

We are offering after school care provision on a month’s trial basis. It runs from Monday to Thursday from 3.15-5.30 

pm and costs £5. Pupils do not need to be pre-registered. Just let the office now on or before the day. We will review 

whether it is financially viable to continue at the end of September. 

Minibus 

There are a couple of places available on the minibus at the moment. Weekly fares are £6 within Swanage, £9 from 

Corfe and £12 from Wareham (concessions for pupils in receipt of free school meals).  Please contact the office if you 

are interested. 

Financial Calendar 

After feedback from parents, we are trying to give some early indication of events that entail financial outlay for 

parents. This will obviously have to be updated as we go along, but I hope this is helpful at this stage. 

Event For Whom Approx total 

cost 

When 

Explorer sessions x 6 for each class £10-15  Autumn or Spring Term 

Life Education all classes £5 October 2018 

Christmas Panto all classes £5  

Swimming lessons All Year 3 and Y4-6 

non swimmers 

£20 Spring or Summer Term 

Streetwise/Firewise 

trips 

Year 2 and 5 £5 Spring Term 

Tented Camp Year 3 overnight 

and Year 2 day only 

£15 and £10 April 2019 

Brenscombe 

Residential 

Year 4 £200 max June 2019 

Y6 Residential Year 6 £200 max June or July 2019 

Y6 Leavers Hoodies 

etc 

Year 6 £20 July 2019 

London trip Year 6 £25 Summer term but to be 

confirmed 

 

In addition, all classes usually go on a number of day trips/host visits over the year. It is difficult to quantify this until 

they are booked and costs worked out, but generally I would allow between £20 and £40 for these. We are fortunate 

to have the use of two minibuses which keeps costs down considerably. 
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School Photographs 

The photographer will be in school on 13th September to take individual and sibling photographs who attend St 

Mary’s. 

Autumn Term Inset Days 

Please note the school will be closed to pupils for staff training on Friday 5th October and Monday 29th October. All 

term dates are on the school website. 

Uganda Link 

We are delighted to tell you about a sporting triumph for our partner school in Uganda.  Nakirebe Primary School 

were invited to represent Uganda in the netball competition at the East African International School Games.  

Unfortunately, they did not have the funds to pay for the trip and St Mary’s were delighted to be able to help. As you 

will see from the photos, not only did they travel to Rwanda to represent their country, they won the competition!!! 

Congratulations to them all on a truly impressive performance.   Here is Brother John with two of the girls from the 

team. 

School Bags  

Sorry to mention the size of bags again, but it is still causing an issue in school. We 

have very limited peg space and do not have separate cloakrooms. All bags and coats 

have to be kept within classrooms. At present many of the backpacks children are 

bringing in (particularly in Y5 and 6) are much too big and mean everything ends up 

on the floor which causes a trip hazard. All PE kit should be in PE bags which stay in 

school. The backpacks are only really for a packed lunch and maybe a reading book, 

so do not need to be very big (as a guideline 40 cm tall or less). There is an ideally 

sized St Mary’s backpack now on sale at Swanage Embroidery, but if you prefer to 

use your own until the end of this year, please make sure it is small. However, from 

Sept 2019 all pupils in Years 5 and 6 will need to use the St Mary’s backpack.  

 

Topic Information 

Please note all class webpages on the website have details of the topics children are studying this term. If you have 

any resources or know anyone who might be able to contribute, please get in touch. 

Small bicycles 

Mrs Gray is looking for any donations of appropriately sized bicycles to provide a bit of challenge to Reception 

children in addition to the sit-on vehicles we already have. Please speak to a member of staff if you have a bike you 

could donate to the school. 

Dogs – Please note all dogs must remain outside the school gate – sorry! 

After-school clubs to start next week – see separate letter. 

Thank you for your continued support.  


