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March 2019 
Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk

 
Thank you for all your support of the recent Natural Art Competition; we had well 

over 50 entries which made judging very tough. All the exhibits were wonderful and 

served as a reminder of how talented and creative children can be.  

This brings me onto another event which showcases young talent, the return after an 

absence last year of St Mary’s Got Talent! The first auditions start on Friday 1st March 

straight after school in the hall. Spectators are welcome for a donation of 50p. The 

auditions continue on the following two Fridays (8th March and 15th March) with the 

final on Wednesday 27th March at 6.30 pm. All proceeds go to our partner school in 

Uganda. 

FOSM/Fundraising News 

Please try and attend the FOSM meeting on Friday 1st March at 2.00 pm when the 

Easter Fair will be planned. If you can’t attend but would be able to help at or have 

ideas for the Fair, please get in touch with one of the committee/members, or come 

to the school office. All funds raised will go towards the new classroom/learning space 

which we hope will be able to be ready for September.  The children will also be 

taking part in a Sponsored Fun Run before the Fair on Friday 29th March. Look out for 

the sponsor forms which will be out soon. We are also welcoming entries from 

parents/relatives/supporters who can join in and run with the children, (fancy dress 

optional)! Last year we had a terrific response to the whole school sponsored walk 

and raised over £2000 in total, which meant we could go ahead with the installation of 

the astro pitch in the summer holidays. 

School Council   

We have been busy helping FOSM raise money for the new classroom. Some of the 

money raised at the Christmas Fair was used to buy new building bricks for the 

playground. Now we are planning the sponsored run and Easter Fair.  

Lauren & Owen, Y6 

Green Team 

With the help of Sarah Spurling and Mauro, we have 

installed a new willow dome next to the boat/play area. It is  

3 metres in diameter, and in the summer it should grow to 

make a useful shaded place to play. We have also joined the  

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

If letters have not already been sent out 

for upcoming events, then they will be sent 

out in due course. 

 

 1st March – FOSM meeting 2.00pm 

 Y1 Class assembly 2.45pm 

St Mary’s Got Talent auditions 3.15pm 

4th March – Parent Meetings 

Reception, Y1, 2 and 5 

5th March – Parent Meetings 

Reception, Y1, Y2, Y3  

6th March – Parent Meetings Y3 and Y4 

7th March – World Book Day, bring a 

favourite book in to share 

Parent Meetings Y4 

8th March – Lent Mass 9.15 pm 

St Mary’s Got Talent 3.15 pm auditions 

13th March – Big Bang Event at 

Bovington Year 5 

14th March – Y5 and Y6 Hockey Festival 

15th March – Red Nose Day Jokeathon 

St Mary’s Got Talent last auditions 3.15 

pm 

  18th March – Y6 Parent Meetings 

  27th March – St Mary’s Got Talent Final    

6.30 pm 

  28th March – Y6 Trip to Parliament 

  29th March – Sponsored Fun Run &   

Easter Fair 

  4th April – Spanish Day (whole school) 

  5th April – Holy Week Mass 

End of term finish at 1.30 pm 
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Plastic Free Schools Campaign. Children are advised to try 

and reduce single use plastic in their lunchboxes. We 

identified 3 items in particular to try and reduce: mini 

biscuit packets (buy a big packet and bring some in a paper 

bag/Tupperware pot, frube tubes; (buy yoghurt in a pot and 

recycle) and clingfilm/plastic sandwich bags 

(paper/beeswax/Tupperware). The Green Team also visited 

Budgens and the Coop to look at plastic packaging. We will 

be writing to them to ask that they use less, particularly for 

fruit and veg and bakery products. Sunny, Y6 

Mid-year Pupil Progress Interviews  

These are scheduled for next week for all classes except Y6. 

Please contact the office if you have not had your 

appointment confirmed by the end of this week at the latest. 

Annual parent questionnaires will be given out at the 

meetings. All feedback gratefully received. Meetings for 

parents of pupils in Year 6 will take place on 18th March.  

Long Hair 

Please note that we expect long hair to be tied up/back for 

both boys and girls. This is both to help control the spread of 

head lice which is an ongoing battle, and also to keep it out of 

the way when children are working on general classroom 

activities. Please note that in all PE lessons, it is expected all 

children with long hair MUST have it tied up. We have spare 

hair bands at school if your child forgets. 

Uniform Reminder  

Sweatshirts/cardigans must have the school logo and a 

reminder to ensure that they are clearly labelled with your 

child’s name. Logo PE hoodies are also a kit requirement for 

children in KS2.  

Items Required 

we are looking for a couple of large storage boxes for 

playground equipment and also for something to put down to 

make a walkway to the astro that avoids the children getting 

muddy as they cross the field. If you can help, please contact 

the office. 

RE News 

This half term we start out RE topics with a week exploring 
the Sikh faith and, depending on the year group, children will 
be: finding out about Guru Nanek and some of his stories; 
finding out about the duties of a Sikh and what their key 
teachings are. 
We then move into the season of Lent and pupils 
explore how Christians prepare themselves for Easter during 
Lent; through prayer, fasting and giving.   

Part of the 'giving' element of our Lent preparation will 
involve some fundraising activities. As part of the 'praying' 
element of our Lent preparation, some classes will be 
exploring the idea of praying through the day and others 
writing personal prayers. Whilst we won't be 'fasting' in 
school, we will be taking part in Fairtrade Fortnight when we 
think about our food, where it comes from; how it is 
produced and whether people have a fair share.  
Our final week of the term will be an opportunity to find out 
about Holy Week albeit a little early.  
    
We have Parish Mass in the hall at 9 am on: 
Friday 8th March (Lent) 
Friday 22nd March 
Friday 5th April (Holy Week) 
 
You would be most welcome to join us for Mass.   
A group of year 5 and 6 children will be joining pupils from St 
Mark's School, to visit St Mary's Church, for an afternoon of 
singing led by their organist Simon Lole, Jay Buckle and David 
Fawcett.  Fr Tim and The very Revd, John Mann will also be 
talking to the children about liturgical music.  

Red Nose Day 

We will be holding class jokeathon 

sessions with the best jokes from each 

class being shared at a special assembly. 

Please bring 50p to enter the jokeathon 

and 50p for non-uniform. As part of our plastic-free school 

campaign we will not be selling red noses this year as 

these tend to end up in landfill. Pupils are welcome to 

draw their own with face paint, use cardboard etc and 

could always donate the £1.25 cost directly to Comic 

Relief, either by bringing it into school or putting in a 

collection elsewhere. Pupils can wear noses they have 

bought themselves if they wish. 

St Mary’s Sports News 

Netball 

St Mary's were able to enter two teams to the Purbeck 
netball competition. Both teams have trained hard and spent 
many a lunch time honing their skills. This led to both teams 
playing really well and coming first and second overall in the 
tournament. The A team won every match, beating the likes 
of Stoborough and St Mark's while the B team won 5 drew 1 
and lost 1. Our training continues and a squad will now be 
selected to represent the school at the Dorset finals. 
Cross country 
Another fantastic team effort from our children who 
represented us in the Purbeck cross country event. Overall 
we won the competition. Y4 & Y5 girls’ and boys’ teams came 
first; Y6 girls also came first, and Year 6 boys came second. All 
our children showed great determination to race and do 
themselves proud. 


