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Fundraising 

Thank you to everyone for supporting the Fun Run so enthusiastically. It 

was fantastic to see all the children take part with such energy and be 

supported by their families as well as the local Fire Service and Swanage 

Lifeboat teams. The fact that many of the children did run pretty much non-

stop for an hour was hugely impressive, and if we were to try and calculate 

the total mileage run, I am sure it would have got us at least to London! If 

all the sponsor money pledged is collected, we should raise over £1000 for 

the new classroom. We still, however, have a way to go and if anyone has 

any fundraising ideas, please get in touch. 

Parking/New Housing Development 

As the parking situation outside the school gets more challenging, a 

reminder that there is an arrangement with the Town Council that all 

parents can park in the North Beach Car Park (by the Football Club) for free 

at drop-off and pick-up times. All you need to do is put a sign on your 

dashboard saying you are a parent of a child at St Mary’s and are on the 

school run. The times we can use this are from 8.20am – 9.20am and 

3.00pm to 4.00pm 

St Mary’s Got Talent 

This was a lovely evening and a great showcase for the many talents that 

our children have. All those that competed in the auditions as well as those 

that got to the final deserve huge credit and were very brave in putting 

themselves forward for the event.  

Green Team News 

As you might have seen in The Purbeck Gazette, the Green Team visited 

local supermarkets and were disappointed at how much unnecessary 

plastic was being used. They have written to both Budgens and the Co-op 

and have now started a petition to ask for this issue to be addressed. Pupils 

will be collecting more signatures outside the supermarkets in the coming 

weeks. The Green Team have also been monitoring single use plastic in 

lunchboxes and are pleased that is being reduced. House points are given 

to those children who have single-use plastic lunchboxes. In particular, we 

Upcoming Events 

If letters have not already been sent out 

for upcoming events, then they will be 

sent out in due course. 

 

  

 

4th April – Spanish Day (whole 

school) 

  5th April – Holy Week Mass 

End of term finish at 1.30 pm 

 

25th April – Year 3 Tented Camp 

 

26th April – Mass 9.00 am 

 

3rd May – Class Photos  

 

13th May – 16th May – Year 6 

SATS 

 

24th June – 26th June – Year 4 

Brenscombe 

 

5th July – 8th July – Year 6 PGL 

 

9th July – Sports Day  

 

11th July - Reserved Day for 

Sports Day 

 

Friday 12th July – Summer Fair 
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are trying to reduce yoghurt tubes, small biscuit packets and clingfilm. 

End of Term 

Don’t forget we break up for the Easter holiday on 

Friday 5th April at 1.30 pm. Pupils return to school on 

Tuesday 23rd April. 

Uniform  

A reminder that all pupils are expected to wear 

either sweatshirts or cardigans with the school logo 

and that every child is expected to have a PE hoodie 

as part of their games kit. Please make sure your 

child has their PE kit in school EVERY DAY. These 

items are all available from Purbeck Embroidery. 

Please ensure that every item of PE kit is named. 

Thank you. 

Governors’ Section 

Results of Parental Survey 

Thank you to those parents who took the time to 

complete the Parental Survey – we were a little 

disappointed that less parents than last year 

completed it, but were heartened by the very 

positive results and comments. A summary of the 

results will be sent to you by Parentmail, so please 

check it out. 

An area that was highlighted for improvement were 

communications from the school for trips and visits – 

it seems that these are sometimes last minute and 

lacking information. The school will endeavour to 

make improvements with this, but there is often so 

much going on in school that it is difficult for 

everyone to keep up! 

Another concern raised, was that the gate is often 

opened for people to enter the school but there is 

no reassurance that whoever opens it knows who is 

coming in. Please rest assured, that our gate system 

allows the office staff to see who they are letting in 

so even if they don’t ask who you are when they let 

you in, they are doing so because they have 

recognised you. Big Brother is watching you! 

If you have any specific concerns about the school’s 

provision or your child, please do not hesitate to get 

in touch with the school and inform them – we can’t 

address issues iF we don’t know about them. 

Thank you once again, The Governors of St Mary’s 

Netball  

St Mary's High 5 Netball team came second overall In 

the Dorset School Games, by winning 6 out of their 7 

matches. Winning 5 out of 5 in our group stage 

beating: Park School (6-1), Allenbourn Middle (12-2); 

Sticklands (13-0); St Joseph’s (11-0) and Downlands 

(8-2). In the semi-final, we were up against the 

runner up of Group B and we were comfortably able 

to beat Burton Primary 7-0. However, the final 

proved one step too far as we were outplayed by a 

hugely impressive St Walburga’s school 11-0. 

Credit to the team and our squad of players who 

gave up a lot of their free time and including a 

Saturday to reach this high standard and produce 

our best ever result in the Dorset School Games. 

Mr White 

 

As we approach the end of 

our spring term, we are 

thinking about Holy Week 

and     

our Mass will reflect this theme this Friday.  It is a 

little early but we will be well into our holidays when 

Holy Week starts. You are all most welcome to join 

us for Mass on Friday – it starts at 9 am in the school 

hall and is a lovely, relaxed way to prepare for the 

day and the weekend ahead. 

On our return to school at 

the end of the month, we 

will be exploring the theme 

of Easter in our RE lessons 

and our first Mass on 

Friday 26th April will also be an Easter celebration!  

As usual, Mass starts at 9 am and everyone is 

welcome to come.  The Key Stage 1 choir will be 

singing and the group of Year 5/6 singers who are 

singing at a workshop at St Mary’s Church this week 

will also be taking part. Mass times for St Edward’s 

will be on the school website. 

 


