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September 2019 
Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk

 

Firstly, a very warm welcome back to everyone after the summer break and a special welcome to all our new St 

Mary’s families who have children starting in Reception. On first appearances all seem to have settled in remarkably 

well. 

As some of you might have noticed we were delighted to have received delivery of the new ‘building’ during the 

summer holiday. Barratts have kindly been finishing off the groundworks and hopefully everything will be completed 

by the end of the week. The completion of this project represents a great effort by the school community (as well as 

some very kind donations) so thank you for all your support. I am sure it will prove to be very useful over the coming 

year. We hope to have an official opening in due course. 

Our fundraising efforts are now turning to more playground apparatus and play equipment. A great start has been 

made by Chantelle Marriott and the Swanage First Responders who worked very hard to make the Harmans Cross 

Field Day Raffle a huge success and donated £500 to St Mary’s from the proceeds.   

Thanks also to Purbeck Kitchens for kindly giving us some money to buy lego for school use. 

Laudato Si/Plastic-Free Schools  

Responding to Pope Francis’ letter, where he urges us to work together to look after our 

common home (the planet) and to be ready to take action, is a major element of the 

curriculum. Classes will be building on the work they did in the Summer term – Freya, Suzanne 

and Sofia have already responded to letters received from St Mary’s and St Mark’s Churches 

by visiting their church meetings and talking about how St Mary’s School is trying to have a 

positive impact on the environment.  

Our commitment to trying to reduce single use plastic in school is continuing so please bear 

this in mind if your child has a packed lunch. Thank you to all those parents who helped 

support this initiative. We saw a significant reduction last year, especially in cling film. The 

three target products to try and avoid are: cling film/single use sandwich bags; yoghurt tubes (we can supply spoons 

for pots which can then be recycled) and small mini packets of biscuits etc. (As opposed to buying bigger packets and 

then sending in a few in a reusable pot).  

Country Foods hope to open a pop-up shop outside school in the coming weeks to show some of the ways in which 

plastic packaging/waste can be reduced.  
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St Mary’s Pupil Chaplains  

We are delighted to be part of the first Pupil Chaplain cohort in our CAST schools.  Just before the end of last term 

our new pupil chaplains took part in a very special day at Buckfast Abby where they received training and then met 

Bishop Mark who commissioned them as chaplains.  You will soon be able to recognise them around school by their 

distinctive sweatshirt and some of their duties will include supporting children and teachers in each class before 

school; leading some of our worship times and helping to develop closer links with the parish.   

RE/Catholic Life  

Our topics this half term are Creation and Prayers, Saints and Feasts and a unit on Islam.   Each year the curriculum 

builds on the children’s knowledge and they discuss ‘big questions’ where they explore the stories in the Bible; other 

ideas about how the world was created; our role in protecting and being stewards of our wonderful world and how 

we live out the beatitudes (Gospel values) in our everyday lives.  This links closely with our focus on Laudato Si and 

the environment. 

Mass 

We welcome father Tim for parish Mass on the following dates and you would be most welcome to come and share 

this time with us.  Mass starts at 9am and lasts for about an hour.  The children take an active role in the proceedings 

– with the older pupils doing the readings and prayers. 

There is always a theme and we will be celebrating Harvest and the feast of St Francis (who is remembered for his 

generosity to the poor and his love of animals) at our first Mass on the 4th October.  We will be asking for donations 

of food for the local food bank – more details nearer the date. 

On the 18th October Mass will celebrate the feast of St Luke. 

St Edwards Church Quiz Night – Saturday 14th September, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm, buffet included £5 for adults, 

children free (some questions for children in quiz). For more details contact John Lejeune. 

FOSM 

Friends of St Mary’s worked really hard to fundraise for the school last year and raised over £2000 from various 

events. They will be holding their annual general meeting in the school hall on Tuesday 24th September at 7.30 pm.   

Please try and attend if you can, it doesn’t mean you need to commit to anything definite! 

250 Club 

The Friends of St Mary's are embarking on a new initiative by launching a 250 Club. Tickets cost just £10 each.  There 

will be 6 draws over the academic year each with 5 prizes totaling £165.  

1st Prize £75 

2nd Prize £50 

3rd Prize £20  
4th and 5th Prizes £10 
Draws will be on the last Monday of each half term.  
Please send money for tickets to the office clearly marked '250 Club', with the name of the ticket holder and a 
contact number.  If you can help by selling more tickets please do.  
Only 250 tickets available: first come first serve!  
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Parent Information Meetings 

We introduced these meetings last year to enable parents to meet their child’s class teacher and share topic 

information, national curriculum expectations for that year group, homework arrangements and anything else of 

interest including responding to any questions you might have about the curriculum.  Curriculum maps outlining key 

areas of learning will be on the website class pages shortly. The meetings will all take place in classrooms at 2.55 pm 

prompt and dates are as follows: 

Y3 - Tuesday 17th September  

Y4 -Thursday 19th September  

Y5&6 – Tuesday 24th September 

Y1&2 – Wednesday 25th September 

Parent/teacher meetings where your child’s individual progress can be discussed will take place for all classes after 

half-term during the week beginning 11th November. 

 

Photographer  

The school photographer will be visiting the school on Friday 20th September to take 

individual photos of pupils, siblings will also have a photo together.  

 

Financial planning calendar 

We hope this early indication of events requiring parental contributions is helpful, it may obviously be updated as we 

go through the year. The school endeavours to keep costs to a minimum and saves a considerable amount of travel 

expenses by using the school minibuses If you would prefer to pay for anything instalments or would like to discuss 

financing further, please let the office know. 

Event For Whom Approximate cost When 

Life Education all classes £5 October 8/9th 

Autumn term trips Years 1-6 £10 each Autumn Term 

Christmas Panto all classes funded by FOSM January 2020 

Swimming lessons Year 3 

Y4-6 non 

swimmers 

£20 Spring or Summer 

Term 

Spring term trips all classes £10 each  

Tented Camp Year 3 overnight £15 Spring Term 

Parliament trip Year 6 £25 Summer term 

Brenscombe 

Residential 

Year 4 – 3 days £200 June 2020 

PGL Year 6 – 3 days £230 July 2020 

Leavers hoodies Year 6 £20 July 2020 

Summer term trips all classes £10-£20 Summer term 2020 
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Parent governor vacancy 

There is a vacancy for a parent governor at the moment, please ask for more information if you are interested. 

Letters asking for nominations will go out shortly. 

Lost property Unfortunately a large number of sweatshirts (many brand new) and other items of clothing are still 

unnamed. Please name all items. 

Chicken houses 

We are hoping to get some St Mary’s chickens this term so need to source some suitable accommodation! If you can 

help, please get in touch. 

  


