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Laudato Si/Care for Our Common Home 

St Mary’s pupils have not wasted any time in taking action on environmental issues. Year 5 and 6 pupils took part in 

Climate Change Day by walking into town and presenting a letter to the Co-op asking them to consider the quantity of 

plastic packaging that they use, as well as reading out a poem they had written to a supportive audience outside the 

store. Year 3 and 4 prepared leaflets on tips aimed at reducing, 

reusing and recycling. Last week, some of our Pupil Chaplains 

visited St Edwards Church to talk to the congregation to highlight 

the damage we are doing to our beautiful world and suggest ways 

in which they might protect the environment and support charities 

and organisations which give people dignity and equality. 

 

Green Team 

A new Green Team (Ava, 

Cameron, Reef, Molly, Edith, 

Harrison, Daisy, Max, Indy, Lily, Amira, Mia and Harry) has been appointed for 2019-

20 and have met to create an Eco Code for the year. Some of the ideas they have had 

so far are: litter picks/beach clean; eco survey of local takeaways and cafes; meat-

free Mondays; meeting with Swanage Council; and walk to school days.  They will also 

shortly be attending an Eco Summit at Stoborough School. 

“Thank you for your support in our plastic free schools work so far, but we still want to 

improve. Please try not to buy small cartons of drinks, yoghurt tubes, cling film or other 

single use plastic things and use reusable containers instead.” Ava and Cameron, Y6. 

 

Swanage Environment Day – 12th October at All Saints Church 11.00 am- 4.00 pm 
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250 Club 

As we do not have the capacity to run a traditional PTA this year, the 250 Club will be the major means of fundraising 

for the school for the coming year so please try and support the scheme. Tickets are just £10 for the whole year with 

six cash prizes drawn half termly. Many parents have said in the past that they would be in favour of making an annual 

donation rather than help/contribute to PTA events and a number of schools have moved towards this system of 

fundraising. However, at present there has been a very limited response from parents; we only need to sell 250 tickets 

in total but still have some way to go.  Members of staff have bought some tickets but we had hoped that every family 

would buy at least one ticket. Tickets available in the office, first draw before half term. 

St Mary’s Pupil Chaplains 

A group of Chaplains also represented St Mary’s at the Town Civic Service where Suzanne and Freya read a poem, 

written by year 6, about how it only takes one small action or person to make a difference.  They have also been settling 

into their role in school, helping in classrooms in the mornings and leading some of our liturgies. 

RE/Catholic Life 

We are just moving onto Prayers, Saints and Feasts as our RE topic and then a unit on Islam. In this topic Reception 

start to look at what prayer might be and share some common set prayers; other year groups explore prayers written 

by St Francis and St Theresa of Avila whilst others find out about the Rosary.  We are hoping that this unit will lay the 

foundations for a school prayer book with contributions from all the year groups. 

Mass 

We celebrated a lovely Mass on 4th October for Harvest and the Feast of St Francis.  Our school community showed 

how they live the gospel values in their generous and compassionate donations to both the local food bank and CAFOD 

– raising £160.   It was really good to welcome parents and members of the parish who stayed for a cup of tea 

afterwards.  We look forward to seeing you again on the 18th October when we will celebrate the feast of St Luke. 

Life Education Session for Parents 

If you would like to find out a bit about the PSHE curriculum and see what the inside of the Life Education Bus looks 

like; there is a short session for any interested/curious parents on Weds 9th October at 2.40 pm. All welcome (including 

younger siblings). 

Parent Governor Vacancy 

There is a vacancy for a parent governor on St Mary’s Local Governing Board. If you would like some more information 

or to discuss the role informally, please get in touch.  

After-school clubs 

Unfortunately due to lack of demand, Late Birds will be finishing at half 

term. All other clubs will continue to run as they are now except for Art 

Club on Tuesday which will be for Year 4 from half term. An art/craft club, 

Mega-Makers run by the Wave Team (from Wave Youth & Children's Ministry, which was set up by all the churches in 

Swanage) will also start on Wednesdays for pupils in Year 1 and 2. Places are limited to 15 so please let the office 

know as soon as possible if you are interested. Any spare places will be allocated to Y3 pupils. 

Pupil Progress Meetings 

Parents will be invited to come and talk to their child’s teacher(s) during the week beginning 11th November. More 

details to follow. 
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Praise Awards 

Every week we celebrate pupil achievements during our Friday assembly. Pupils who have been nominated will now 

be given a medal for the week. Please ensure these are returned ready to be given out again on the next Friday. 

St Mary’s Sports News 

Well done to Year 3 and Year 4 boys’ football team, who took part in two friendlies against Sunninghill School. 

Year 3 drew 2-2 and Year 4 won 4-0. 

Well done to the thirty children that took part in the ‘Dare to Believe’ sports event at the Purbeck School over the last 

few weeks.  

Dates 

8th October – Life Education for KS2 

Football v Swanage Primary 

9th October – Life Education for Reception and Key Stage 1 

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra Activity Day for some KS2 children 

11th October – Y6 trip to Tyneham 

18th October – Y5 trip to Tyneham 

Mass (all welcome) 

24th October – half term 

4th November – Staff training day 

6th November – Road Safety Visit for all classes (although in view of the dangerous parking behaviour which is again 

going on outside our gates I would suggest it is many of the parents who need this not the children!) 

8th November – Remembrance procession Y5/Y6 

11th - 15th November – Pupil progress meetings 

15th November – Mass (all welcome) 

19th November – Y1&Y2 to Durlston 

3rd December – Y5 to Winchester Science Museum 


