
Spring Term 2020 Curriculum Information for  
                 Parents of children in Reception Year 

Organisation 
 

Welcome back and Happy New Year ! 
In the morning the children will continue to come 
into the classroom and settle to a table activity 
before register at 8.50am.  Please remind children 
to self register by using their  
superhero pictures and to place their snacks in 
their named pockets.  We will change reading 
books and story sacks on Fridays.  
 

Story Time 
 

We would like to invite each child to bring in a  
story book from home they would like to share  
with the class during our class story time.   
We will send home an invitation to each child  
to bring in their chosen story on  
a named date. 

The Curriculum 
The children’s learning will be linked to two topics this term.  ‘Materials’ through our Elves and the Shoe-
maker topic and ‘Animals’  through our ‘Where in the World’ topic.  The children will have role play areas 
linked to these topics.  For the first half term their inside role play area will be centred around the story of 
The Elves and the Shoe Maker.  The outside role play areas will be a  builder’s yard and building site.  Af-
ter half term these role play area will change to a jungle habitat.  The children will learn through an active 
curriculum which will encourage them to ask  questions and explore their environment. 

 Personal, Social and Emotional  
Development and Religious Education 

The children will be learning how to value one an-
other’s differences.  They will also learn about their 
rights and responsibilities towards one another and 
their environment.  They will be encouraged to try 
new things and talk to others confidently.  They will 
also learn to identify when they are feeling good 
about themselves and what can make them feel like 
this.  In Religious Education they will look at some of 
the special features of the church.  They will also talk 
about special items, people and events in their own 
lives. They will read some stories 
that Jesus told.  They will learn 
more about Jesus through the topics of 

Problem Solving, Reasoning and  
Numeracy 

The children will take part in mathematical challenges within 
their everyday classroom activities. Key skills that will be 
 introduced this term will include counting,  comparing and 
ordering numbers to 20.  Calculating, where children learn 
the operations of  addition and subtraction and the related 
vocabulary e.g. add, take away, altogether, equals etc.       
Children will use tens frames to support them solving these 
calculations. The children will also continue to identify and 
describe shapes and patterns.  They will learn how to  
measure and order lengths, weight and capacities. 
Children will be working mainly in a practical context 
but will learn how to record their answers by using 
numerals, tally marks and pictures.   

Communication Language and Literacy 
Speaking and Listening– Children will be encouraged to take part in role-play activities, partner talk and 
speaking in front of the whole class.  They will learn to describe events and objects clearly to others, to express 
their own opinions and to listen and respond to a range of traditional and modern stories and rhymes.  
Reading– The children will continue to learn and revise the 42 phonemes taught through the Letters and Sound Scheme. 
They will develop their confidence to blend and segment consonant- vowel-consonant words (e.g. cat, hat and mat) and 
make rhyming word strings. They will also take part in guided reading activities where they will focus on decoding words 
to read simple sentences and discuss the story’s characters and plot.  ‘Tricky words’ (words that cannot be decoded by 
sounding out) will be introduced and revised on a weekly basis. We will add new coloured sets of the tricky words we are 
learning once they have been taught in class.  We will also send home super sounding out books this term. These may in-
clude single sounds to learn or words for your child to practice reading by squashing the sounds together.  These books will 
be reviewed weekly and new sounds or words added when the previous set are learnt.  It is a good idea for children to 
draw on the sound buttons initially to draw their attention to sounds that may be made by 2 or 3 letters together e.g. sh, 
ai, igh. Writing– Correct pencil grip will be reinforced together with forming the alphabet letters correctly.  The children 
will  take part in daily writing challenges where they can practise segmenting the sounds in words and representing these 
sounds with the correct letter shapes.  The children are continually involved in taking part in free writing activities within 
their play.  They also take part in guided writing tasks which teach them how to listen for, and record the sounds they 
hear in words, together with how to include a finger space between words and end a sentence with a full stop. 



         Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
 

The children will be learning about places, living things, changes in their environment and  different 
cultures. During the first half of term they will identify different materials, sorting, describing and 

testing them.  The will test out materials for different purposes and look at how some materials can be 
changed by heating or cooling them.  They will explore this topic through the stories of  the Elves and the Shoe 
Maker and The Three Little Pigs. The second half of the term will be focused on the theme of animals.  They 
will learn about a variety of wild animals and the different places in the world they live. They will sort and 
group animals according to their similarities and differences and learn about these animal’s natural habitats. 
They will be encouraged to ask questions about the world in which they live and find the answers by looking in 
books and using information from websites. Children will also use a variety of computer pro-
grammes to support their learning as well as learning to use the keyboard and mouse.   

                            Creative Development 
The children will take part in modelling and casting activities to make and decorate their own 
shoes !  They will also experiment with different materials such as foil, fabric, clay and charcoal 
to create pictures and models.   Children will develop their drawing skills and be encouraged to 
record the observations they make with more detail.  In music the children will explore the differ-

ent sounds produced by a range of percussion  instruments and practice listening to and playing simple 
rhythms. They will be encouraged to join in whole class singing and take part in musical games.  They will lis-
ten to a variety of music and be encouraged to respond to what they have heard through movement. 
 

                                                              Healthy Eating Policy 
We are a Healthy Eating School and would therefore ask that children bring a healthy snack for their 
morning playtimes.  This should be a vegetable or fruit snack that is not in a wrapper.  Children will 
also be offered a piece of fresh fruit during their afternoon play.  This fruit will  be supplied by the school.  
Children have access to water throughout the day and are encouraged to help themselves to a drink whenever 
they feel they need one. 

      Tapestry online learning journal   
 

We feel that sharing children’s achievements is a very important part in building their self esteem, confidence 
and future learning.  We are also aware that children are learning and achieving new skills at 
home.  Please do share any WOW moments on your online Tapestry learning journal.  We look 
forward to hearing all about your child’s achievements and hope you enjoy hearing about their 
school adventures too!  

Home Learning 
Listening to your child read frequently is the best way of sup-
porting your child to consolidate their phonic and  language 
skills.  Giving your child time to talk about the pictures and 
what is happening in the story is also very important.  You can 
challenge them to think of different words to describe the char-
acters in the story , talk about a character’s feelings and make 
up their own story ending ? Please don’t forget to sign the read-
ing log book, so that we know to change your child’s reading 
book. A home-link sheet will be put in your home link book each 
week to inform you of the learning focus. 

Praise Assembly 
The children attend a praise assembly every 

Friday.  Two medals are awarded each week to cele-
brate children’s achievements or to celebrate a particu-
lar gospel value a child may have displayed e.g. kind-
ness, forgiveness or perseverance.  If your child brings 
home a medal they may wear it to school for the next 
week.  Please make sure they return it to school the 
following Friday. 

Physical Development 
The children will take part in a range of finger gym exercises which include dough disco and squiggle whilst you 
wiggle activities.  These activities will help to strengthen their hands and improve their fine motor control.  The 
children also take part in ‘Storycise’ activities where they use big movements to tell a story.  These movements are 
designed to develop their coordination skills. In P.E the children will explore travelling along and through the large 
apparatus,  take part in dance activities and develop their ball skills. PE kits are needed in school every day and 
will be sent home half termly for washing. Please make sure your child has a named kit as clothing items may become 
mixed up when the children change ! 


