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Happy New Year to all St Mary’s families and welcome to the Spring Term.   

Laudato Si – Care for Our Common Home 

 

St Mary’s songs 

We were delighted that the children in Year 5 and 6 had the opportunity to work with composer                                

David Fawcett in their music lessons last term.  They were learning about composing and the outcome is two 

beautiful songs.   The children wrote the lyrics; Year 5 using the St Mary’s motto, Be Loving and Truthful, and 

Year 6 Laudato Si, as inspiration. They then worked with David to compose music to accompany their lyrics.  

These are to become our school songs and hopefully soon all children will learn them. You can listen to both 

compositions- ‘Be Loving and Truthful’ and ‘ It Starts with Just One Feeling’ - via the link on the website.  

St Mary’s Pupil Chaplains 

The chaplains are looking forward to the new year with plans to continue to develop their role in school; 

supporting their individual classes and developing ways to create links with the parish and community.   Each 

week they create a poster for the classes which has lots of information on it linked to Laudato Si, our 

community; the parish; the wider world and feast days.  

Posada 

A huge thanks to everyone for your contributions to our Posada Appeal this year.  We received a lovely letter 

from the Foodbank thanking everyone at St Mary’s for their generosity in providing festive treats for those 

less fortunate.  We hope you enjoyed hosting Mary and Joseph in your homes and having the opportunity to 

share the Christmas story as a family. 

RE 

In RE we are celebrating Epiphany and then have 2 more weeks of Christmastide.  Our topic will then be 

Revelation when we explore how one might encounter God and finding out about how different people in 

the Bible encountered God.   
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School and Parish Mass 

On the 10th January we will be celebrating Mass and the theme will be Epiphany – you are very welcome to 

join us; I am sure there will be some Wise men joining us and we will be singing the Year 5 school song. 

Our next Mass will be on 31st January where we will be celebrating Candlemas 

Fundraising 

Thank you all for your support for the various Christmas events last term. Collections at the nativity plays and 

carol concert raised £325 for our Ugandan partner school and the Christmas raffle and other FOSM activities 

produced a total of over £450. We now have enough for the new playground adventure trail and climbing 

wall and this will hopefully be installed over half term. The chicken run is also ready to go and we are now 

just trying to source some ex-battery farmed chickens to rehome. 

The 250 Club is continuing with two draws already having taken place. There are still some unsold tickets if 

you have any families or friends who might be interested. 

Parent Governor 

Jo Colvile was elected as a Parent Governor representative following the recent ballot and will be focusing 

on developing links with parents and the community. One initiative is to try and encourage pupils and parents 

to choose hot school lunches. There are a number of benefits  for children in having a hot lunch and we would 

like to increase uptake. Next week there will be an opportunity for pupils to try one of the meals and on 

Friday 31st January at 2.45 pm parents are invited to the hall to see/taste some of the meals currently on the 

menu and ask questions about lunch routines at school.  

Message from Jo Colvile 

I’m pleased to announce that I’ve been recruited as the new Parent Governor for our school. As well as 

supporting the teaching staff and the school as a whole my individual role takes on the responsibility of 

‘Parents and the Wider Community’. 

Within this role I am encompassing a new element ‘Parent Liaison’ to help better communication between 

the school and it’s parents. So if you have any concerns over the school and feel I can help you, please feel 

free to contact me and I’ll do my best to liaise on your behalf or offer any advise. As a parent of 3 children at 

the school I’d hope my experiences are relevant to yours. 

I’ve been put to work already and have been busy working on the revised school meals and will also continue 

to look for funding opportunities for the school to help raise revenue. 

Please feel free to approach me if there is anything I can help you with or whether you have any ideas to help 

improve our school. 

Parking 

The long awaited roadworks on Northbrook Rd have now been scheduled to take place during February half 

term. This will hopefully mean that the area outside school is much safer for our pupils but it will mean that 

many parents will have to reconsider where they park. Both sides of the road on either side of the gates will 
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be marked as ‘no waiting at any time’ zones.  Also, Swanage Town Council has agreed to install a path that 

would connect the North Beach car park with the existing footpath through Days Park which should make 

using this option more feasible. Some of the children will again be involved in trying to improve unsafe 

parking near the school entrance by issuing school parking tickets. Please respect their efforts to ensure 

pupils are safe at all times. 

The Green Team 

The team have decided to promote a Walk to School Week at the beginning of March to encourage more 

parents to walk at least some of the way to and from school, especially as the weather improves.  Following 

their visit to the town, they have written to Greggs about the lack of recycling provision in their shop. Other 

actions also include looking at sourcing milk for school in glass bottles and planting trees around in the 

grounds and along the school fence. 

Staffing 

Mrs Horley will sadly be leaving St Mary’s after 8 years to pursue a different career with the NHS. 

Dates 

14th January – Year 3 Swimming lessons start 

15th January – Year 6 School Trip - Shire Hall court house museum 

17th January – Year 5 School trip – Ryssell Cotes museum 

17th January – PTA meeting 2.30pm at school 

21st January Year 3 Swimming lesson 

24th January – Year 3 School trip – Tutankhamum museum 

28th January Year 3 Swimming lesson 

31st Januray – Mass at 9.00am  

31st January – 2.45 pm Crab Apple (hot lunch) meeting  

4th February – Year 3 Swimming lessons 

7th February - St Mungo’s wolly hat day  

14th February – Break up for half term 


