
Spring Term 2020 
Curriculum Information for parents and carers 
of children in Year 1 

Our topic for this half-term will be Castles & 
Dragons and we will link curriculum work to it 
wherever possible. 

ORGANISATION 
The children will have a morning run around the 
playground, weather permitting, though they will 
not need to change into trainers for this. Your child should continue to bring their book bag 
to school every day with their school reading book, together with a fresh fruit snack. 
PE will be on Mondays and we will have yoga sessions on Wednesday afternoon 
until half-term; please make sure your child has a complete PE kit in school 
and that every item of clothing is labelled with their name. 

ENGLISH 
Writing The children will continue to develop their written English with 
frequent opportunities to write across the curriculum. We will be basing our 
fiction writing in the stories of The Snow Queen and There is No 
Dragon in This Story. We will also read and write some poetry. 
The children will continue to focus on the skills of: 
• saying out loud what they want to write about 
• rehearsing sentences orally 
• sequencing sentences to form short narratives 
• the editing skills of re-reading, checking, improving 
The children will continue to practise letter shapes and joins as their 
handwriting develops.  

Reading Please continue to read with your child at home daily, sounding out new 
words phonetically and using initial sounds and context where their phonic 
knowledge is not sufficient for decoding. Your child’s book will be changed on 
Mondays. Remember it is essential to reread a page or a whole book 
(several times!) to improve fluency. (This is a National Curriculum requirement 
for year 1, En1/2.1i)  

Spelling We will continue to practise spelling the days of the week and other tricky words in 
our phonics sessions. We will also begin to spell the months of the year. Your child will 
shortly bring home a list of the commonly mis-spelled words for year 1 which you can talk 
about and practise at home. 

Communication The children will continue to develop their use and understanding of spoken 
language through class and group discussion, asking and answering questions, and using spoken 
language to plan writing and other class activities. There will be opportunities to speak to the 
class and to read what they have written to their peers, or to other classes. Our end of term 



project will be the creation of a Dragon Museum, which you will be invited to see. There will 
be opportunities for speaking as part of this project. 

MATHS 
The children will calculate with all four operations and extend the range of numbers they 
use. They will continue to count in 1s, 2s and 5s, 10s. There will also be new learning about 
shapes, patterns and measuring. 

Religious Education 
Our topics for this term will include Christmas/Epiphany, Revelation, Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter. 

Science 
The children will observe and record the weather and the changes as winter 
gives way to spring. They will learn about and identify different types of 
everyday material and explore their properties. 

History & Geography 
The children will continue to observe the weather and seasonal change. They will begin 
recording their observations in different ways, including the use of ICT. They will make 
simple maps using symbols and keys. There will be opportunities to learn about life in the past 
and use some history vocabulary. A trip to Corfe Castle will give us the opportunity to learn 
about rural land use and the vocabulary associated with it. 

Art & DT 
The children will use some different methods of printing, and will work in 3-
D to create their own dragons. There will also be opportunities to paint and 
draw. 

Music 
The children will learn songs, chants and rhymes to develop performance 
skills and rhythm (and for fun!). They will continue to listen and respond to 
a variety of recorded music, and will use untuned percussion instruments to 

compose and perform pieces in groups or as a class. 

Computing 
The children will continue to work on the laptops, refining their mouse/trackpad skills. They 
will write and debug algorithms. They will use ICT to practise maths, to record their voices 
and to explore the world around them and answer their questions. 

PE 
Daily runs will continue. Skipping will start again when the weather improves. We will also 
have yoga sessions, and our Monday PE will focus on dance until half-term, then games 
outside. 

If you have anything you want to discuss or concerns about your child’s time in year 1, 
please do not hesitate to come and see me! Thank you, Mr Wollen.


