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As you will no doubt already be aware, the scheduled roadworks that we have been waiting for since the school was 

built will now be taking place and are due to be finished before we return from half term on the 24th February. This 

should result in a safer environment for all our families outside school if parents/carers adhere to the new parking 

restrictions that will come into force.  We hope that this will be the case.  

Catholic Life 

On February 10th we have our Diocesan Inspection which takes place every 5 years. This looks at three areas of school 

life, Catholic life, the teaching of RE and collective worship. Parent voice and feedback is obviously important and as 

part of the process of gathering information to present to the inspectors, we will be sending out a questionnaire for 

parents/carers. It would be great if we had a good return on this as the number of responses is an important factor in 

itself. 

RE 

Our current topic is Revelation where children explore examples in the Bible where God revealed himself – Reception 

and key stage 1 are finding out about some of the parables told or miracles performed by Jesus whilst key stage 2 

investigate how characters like Simeon and Anna and St Paul encountered God and the possible impact this might have 

had – they move on to discuss how God might reveal himself in our lives today 

Visit of Bishop Mark 

We are delighted that Bishop Mark is visiting the parish on Sunday 23rd February and we have been invited to sing, one 

of our new school songs, during Mass.  You have had a letter, with details about this already, and it would be good to 

have as many children as possible to sing and of course to come to Mass.  

Laudato Si 

The school was delighted to send representatives from the Green Team to attend the first meeting of the Sustainable 

Swanage Youth Group. The children were also invited to present eco awards to some local businesses who have 

reduced single-use plastic and were part of the bid by the Town Council for Swanage to become a Plastic-Free town. St 

Mary’s has been tasked writing to local supermarkets to persuade them to attend a meeting to discuss plastic packaging 

and to organise a community litter pick. More news to follow. 
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Ash Wednesday Service – Wednesday 26th February at 9am  

We are very pleased to welcome The Right Reverend John Mann (our friend from St Mary’s Parish Church) who will be 

leading the key stage 2 children in a short service to explain the significance of the ashes and for the imposition of 

ashes.  You would be very welcome to join us in the hall for the service and stay for a cup of coffee afterwards. 

Fairtrade Fortnight -24th February – 13th March 

As always we will be finding out about Fairtrade during the fortnight and hosting Fairtrade breakfasts for children and 

adults on the dates below - More information after half term. 

Why Hot Cross Buns? 

Come and enjoy a hot cross bun breakfast and find out why we have them on Good Friday.  Father Tim and Canon John 

are coming to answer all your questions and the chaplains will be providing a tasty breakfast! 

Hens 

The hens are now in their enclosure behind the hall and are being cared for during the week by Reception pupils. At 

weekends and holidays we have a willing bunch of volunteer helpers and there have even been some eggs! Each class 

has adopted one particular hen (distinguished by coloured leg bands). 

Attendance 

Thank you for your efforts to keep children in school as much as possible. We appreciate that this time of year is often 

the worse for illness. The link between progress at school and attendance is obviously significant and this data was 

recently shared with local schools. It shows the percentage of children in Dorset who achieved the expected standard 

in Reading, Writing and Maths in 2018 at the end of Year 6 according to their attendance. 

 

Relationships & Sex Education 

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) becomes statutory in all primary schools from September 2020. We are currently 

in the process of reviewing our RSE Policy and how the content of the curriculum will be taught. Once this review has 

been completed, parents will be invited to a meeting where this information will be shared. We are hoping to hold the 

meeting sometime in March and will send details out nearer the time. 
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Play Equipment 

The funds raised recently by the Friends of St Mary’s is being put towards a new play trail in the playground. Hopefully 

this will be installed during half term. Adam Kiddell and JM Adventure have also very kindly agreed to install a boulder 

wall in the playground at cost price which no doubt will be a great addition to the school grounds. 

Website 

Don’t forget you can see photos of what each class has been up to on the class pages on the school website as well as 

finding loads of other information on what has been going on at school.  

 

Dates 

4th February – Fire Safety Talks for Reception, Year 2, Year 5 

5th February – Safer Schools & Communities Team workshops on Anti Bullying for Y3/4 and E Safety for Y6 

7th February – Hats Off for the Homeless 

12th February – Y1 trip to Swanage Brickworks 

13th February – Y2 trip to Swanage Brickworks 

KS2 Purbeck Netball Tournament 

14th February – Break up for half term 

24th February – School resumes 

25th February – Y6 to Shire House Museum, Dorchester 

26th February – Ash Wednesday 

28th February – Lent Mass 

3rd March – Years R, 1 and 2 Fairtrade breakfast 

4th March – Key Stage 2 Fairtrade breakfast 

30th March - Years R, 1 and 2 hot cross bun breakfast 

31st March – key stage 2 hot cross bun breakfast 
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Athletics  

A massive congratulations to all the 

Year 5 and 6 pupils who were 

involved in the Purbeck and 

Christchurch finals of Indoor 

Athletics. St Mary’s won the event 

for the first time, defeating some 

much larger primary schools from 

East Dorset. This was a testament to 

the hard work and effort shown by 

the children, who have been 

practising long and hard as well as 

the dedication of Mr White.  

 

 

Handball 

Also a big well done to the handball team who won all 7 

matches to qualify for the Dorset School Handball final to 

be held at a later date.  They played with excellent 

teamwork and had some good performances beating St 

Mark’s 7-1 as well as Stoborough 5-2. This was a mixed 

event with 5 players on the court at one time.  The basic 

rules of handball are you must pass or bounce the ball 

within three strides and shoot outside of a D.  

Hockey  

Our hockey team travelled to Sunninghill school in 

Dorchester to play some matches on Tuesday. This was a 

great oppintury for the team to play some hockey on a 

slightly larger astro pitch. The team stayed on after the 

fixture to have lunch with the Sunninghill children. We are looking forward to welcoming children from Years 3 and 4 

from Sunninghill to play some hockey next week on our astro pitch.  

Netball  

Our Year 3 & 4 netball team also travelled to Sunninghill recently to play in an all girls netball match. Year 3 won their 

match 7-0 and Year 4 lost 6 - 1. Well done to everyone for taking part and representing the school so well.  

 

St Mary's Sports News 


