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March 2020 
Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk 
 

Diocesan Inspection 

Thank you to those who returned the parent questionnaire about the religious life of the school for our Diocesan 

Inspection this week. We will let you know the result once it has been officially confirmed, but inspectors did commend 

pupils for their behaviour and commitment to Gospel values! 

RE – Our current topic is Lent during which we take some time for self-reflection exploring what kind of person God 

might want us to be and how we might achieve that in our lives.   

Ash Wednesday Service – Many thanks to the Right Reverend John Mann for leading our Ash Wednesday Service this 

year in the absence of Fr Tim.  

Fairtrade Fortnight -24th February – 13th March 

Last chance for a Fairtrade Breakfast tomorrow, 4th March, for Key Stage 2 from 8 am.  

Visit of Bishop Mark 

We were delighted that Bishop Mark visited the parish on Sunday 23rd February, and would like to thank the pupils and 

parents who came to sing one of our new school songs for the Bishop.    It was a lovely occasion and Bishop Mark was 

most complimentary about both the singing and the song!  

Laudato Si’ 

The school is delighted to have some very committed representatives from the Green Team on the Sustainable 

Swanage Youth Group which meets every month at the Town Hall. At the moment we are thinking of holding a mass 

unwrap at the Coop (more details to follow) and tackling the litter issue in the areas bordering the school. 

During Lent we are asked to Pray, Fast and Give. To support the Give element of this, each class is having a Lent giving 

focus where they will be raising money to support others both close to home and elsewhere in the world.   You will be 

finding out more about their fundraising ideas as we progress through Lent.  We will also have a prayer focus in each 

class, organised by our chaplains.  As usual, to highlight the Fast element, we will be taking part in CAFOD Family Fast 

Day – see below for more details. 

CAFOD Fast Day Friday 6th March 2020 

Children are invited to fast from something they like ( a packet of sweets / crisps etc.)  for the day and bring in the 

money they would have spent on that item as a donation to CAFOD. 

Staff will be sharing a hunger lunch of soup and bread and making a donation to CAFOD. 
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Why Hot Cross Buns? – Hot Cross Bun Breakfast 

Come and enjoy a hot cross bun breakfast and find out why we have them on Good Friday.  Fr Tim and Canon John are 

coming to answer all your questions and the chaplains will be providing a tasty breakfast! See upcoming events section 

of newsletter. 

Relationships and Sex Education 

From September 2020, all primary schools have a statutory duty to teach Relationships & Sex Education (RSE). Guidance 

information is available on the following link:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-

health-education 

Our multi-academy Trust, Plymouth CAST has produced an RSE policy to meet these requirements that is also in line 

with the teaching of the Catholic Church and which will be adopted across all its academies, including St Mary’s. This 

policy is now open to parents for a consultation period and is available on the school website. If you would like a paper 

copy, please ask in the office. The consultation runs from now until the 20th March. 

The guidance recommends that schools should ensure that, when they consult with parents, they provide examples of 
the resources that they plan to use as this can be reassuring for parents and enables them to continue the 
conversations started in class at home. We have therefore also made available a document that breaks down in more 
detail what children will be taught. This document; RSE, A Model Primary Catholic Curriculum shows the content 
different age groups will be learning. Much of this is taken from an online resource teachers will be using called Life to 
the Full. Parents are able to log in to see some of the resources at  https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal/ 
 
Parent login is as follows: 
  
Username:         st-marys-bh19 
Password:          mary-19 
 

In addition, there will be a meeting for parents who would like more information or have any questions about the 

school’s teaching of RSE in the school hall on Thursday 26th March at 7.30 pm. 

Hats On for the Homeless 

Thank you for your donations as part of our fundraising efforts for St Mungo’s charity for the homeless. We managed 

to raise £180. 

Reading and Vocabulary at the Heart of the Curriculum 

Research continues to show that children who develop a love of reading will have a rich vocabulary and reading skills 

which will give them a huge advantage over those that do not access reading. This advantage will remain through each 

child’s school life and beyond.   

If you find yourself with time, or can make time then invest in reading with and to your child, visit the library, talk about 

books, talk together.  This is true when your child is small and as they are developing through primary and secondary 

school. Please give your child a head start by continuing to make reading a priority.  

If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s reading please let their teacher know.  
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Parentmails 

We hope everyone has now managed to transition to the School Buddy System and is getting information. Please 

contact the office if you are experiencing any difficulties. There are a number of technical issues that we have raised 

that may take a while to be resolved (eg. multiple emails for siblings, targeting specific groups) so please bear with us. 

After feedback from parents about the volume of messages/information that is sent out, we are going to be reducing 

repeat reminders. Sending out frequent reminders takes up valuable time so information will from now on only be sent 

out once. The school website is regularly updated and contains lots of information for parents. The monthly newsletter 

also has many upcoming events listed.  

Playground Equipment 

Despite the appalling weather, we are delighted that two new pieces of playground equipment were installed during 

half term: a trim trail and a traverse wall. A huge thank you to all the fundraising effort that went into making this 

possible and to JM Adventure for installing the traverse wall at a very favourable cost. I am sure the children will enjoy 

the equipment for many years to come. 

Praise Postcards 

We have recently introduced an initiative to reward particular sustained effort and achievement with a handwritten 

postcard sent through the post at the end of each half term. Class teachers recommend a few children from each year 

group who they think have merited the award and writing them is one of the more rewarding tasks of headship! 

Feedback from pupils has been positive and the school feels it is a valuable way of acknowledging children’s efforts 

with their families. However, the postcards are written personally to the child and their families and were not 

anticipated to be shared publicly on social media. This can add a competitive element which is definitely not the 

intention (nor in keeping with our focus on humility as one of our Gospel Values). Sharing with family or close friends 

as a private message is obviously a different matter. 

Hens 

These have also managed to survive the recent weather without developing webbed feet! Thanks to all those on the 

St Mary’s Hen Rota who are braving the mud to keep them fed, watered and safe from predators. Despite the 

conditions they look much better than when they arrived. If you would like to volunteer for the Hen Rota during 

weekends/holidays, please let us know. 

Guinea Pigs 

Our Guinea pigs (Bailey and Liquorice) are thriving and growning rapdly. They are very much part of our school 

community! We are always greateful for any donations of straw, sawdust or muesli.  

Attendance 

From now on we will be rewarding all pupils with 100% for each half term with a non-uniform day and in July with 

medals for 100% attendance all year. If you feel there has been an oversight in your child’s attendance record, please 

let us know.   

Coronavirus/Spread of infection 

Information has been shared on the school website with regard to latest guidance (although this is obviously being 

continually updated). We have also stressed the importance of good hygiene habits at school such as regular washing 

of hands, binning used tissues and covering mouths when coughing/sneezing. 
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Sport 

St Mary’s sports teams are having another fantastic year and have now reached County Finals in netball, handball and 

indoor athletics. 

Hockey 

Year 3 and 4 took part in a hockey festival at the Purbeck School. They spent the first hour taking part in passing, 

shooting and carry the ball skills based drills.  

They then went on to play three friendly matches against local primary schools. The first match was 0-0, then the 

second match was a 4-0 win to St Mary’s, and the last match was a 2-0 win to St Mary’s. Congratulations to all children 

who represented the school so well, and well done for not conceding any goals! 

Netball 

St Mary’s travelled to Sandford Primary School with two teams to compete in the Pyramid Netball finals, with the 

winners progressing to the county finals. Due to other primary schools not feeling confident to play matches only 3 

schools entered. Both our teams played really well and with a range of ages within the teams. St Mary’s A and B were 

both unbeaten, beating Stoborough and Sandford which led to us playing each other in the final. St Mary’s A came out 

the winners this time and a squad of players will progress to the County Finals in Shaftesbury on the 25th March.  

Sport Relief 

St Mary’s will be making the most of our new playground trail and climbing wall by having a circuit/obstacle type course 

for children to complete on Thursday 12th March weather permitting. As we are aware of financial pressures on families 

and all classes already have a fundraising project for Lent, it is up to parents whether they want to send in a donation 

or not. Children will need to wear clothes suitable for physical activity instead of school uniform. 

Dates: 

Year 6 Parent’s Evening - Tuesday 10th March 3.30 - 6.00pm 

Year 6 Parent’s Evening - Thursday 12th March 3.30 - 6.00pm 

Tuesday 10th March - Year 2 Corfe Castle Trip  

Wednesday 11th March - Indoor Athletics Final 

Thursday 12th March - Sport Relief Day - Dress down day - suitable for physical activity  

Friday 13th March - Year 3 Jumble sale in the school hall 3.15pm – All welcome  

Wednesday 18th March - Year 6 visit to the library 

Friday 27th March - Chicken Art Competition 

Monday 30th March – Hot cross bun breakfast – Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 (Parents welcome) 

Tuesday 31st March Hot cross bun breakfast Year 3, 4, 5 & Year 6 

Friday 3rd April – End of term, finish at 1.30pm. 

Mass Dates: 

27th March - Passiontide Mass @ 9 am in the school hall – all are welcome – please stay for coffee and biscuits 

afterwards. 

24th April - Easter Mass @ 9 am in the school hall – all welcome – please stay for a coffee and an Easter biscuit 

afterwards! 


