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Dear parent/carer, 
 
We hope that you and your family are well, and coping in these challenging and 
unprecedented times. 
Our school has been open for the children of key workers and vulnerable children since 
the lockdown began on 23rd March, and staff have been supporting the home learning of 
children who have not been in school. We are very grateful to you for the support that 
you have provided for your child/children over this difficult period. 
Following the government’s announcement of its intention to begin the phased opening 
of schools from 1st June 2020, Plymouth CAST Multi Academy Trust has taken the 
following decisions about the opening of its schools. 
 
Plymouth CAST will only consider the opening of its schools once invited to do so by the 
government on or after the 1st June, 2020, and once the government’s 5 tests for moving 
to the next phase have been satisfied. Furthermore, each of our schools is required to 
complete a comprehensive risk assessment and planning process that will be approved 
by the Headteacher, Trust Education and Standards Manager, and Trust Director of 
Education before it is authorised to open. 
 
The Trust will continue to work with our school leaders, staff, professional associations, 
local authorities, the Regional Schools Commissioner and government to ensure that the 
re-opening of our schools takes place at the right time and in the right way for the health, 
welfare and safety of our children, students and staff. 

 

After careful consideration and extensive discussion, the Trust has directed it schools to 
begin its phased opening in the following way: 
 

• In-school care provision for the children of key workers and vulnerable children from all 

year groups will continue. 

• Any model of opening must include Year Six 

• Where it is safe to do so provision must include Nursery, Reception and Year 1, or any 

safe combination of these year groups. 

• No year group other than those specified by the government, N, R, Y1 and Y6 is able to 

return to school at this stage. 

 
It is important to note that the Trust’s directive and the local planning decisions of the 
school may change due to guidance from the government, the local authority, Public 
Health England, and other appropriate agencies. The government’s date of 1st June for 
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the phased re-opening of schools is only provisional and subject to the nature of the 
pandemic and national control measures as we approach that date. 
 
We are very grateful to you for your support and understanding as we try to manage this 
situation in the best interests of our children, families, staff and the national COVID-19 
recovery plan. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

            Maria Gadston 
Raymond Friel     Maria Gadston 
CEO, Plymouth CAST                 Headteacher, St Mary’s, Swanage 

 
 
Re-opening Details 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
and their families and to begin to get back to some sense of normality. We are obviously 
saddened that for others it may be a while longer before they return.   
There have been seven weeks of school now where St Mary’s has been a very different 
place than usual and despite the seriousness of the situation, there have been many 
positives. In particular, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following for the 
part they have played: 

- The St Mary’s staff for being so supportive and committed and for coming in so readily to look 

after the children of key workers or vulnerable children.  

- The children who have still been coming to school whilst it has been closed for normal business, 

for being so fantastic and for making it a pleasure to come in every day.  They have definitely 

been the silver-lining in the cloud of Covid-19! 

- The key worker families for what they have done and continue to do to support our 

communities. 

The families and members of the community who have been so supportive of schools. 

The re-opening of schools after the unprecedented events of the last few months will 
obviously be worrying for many parents and staff. We are focusing on striking the best 
balance possible between ensuring pupils are as happy as possible in the school 
environment and looking after their health and managing risk.  The following information 
is being provided to parents to ensure they have as many details as possible about how 
this will be achieved; hopefully this will enable you to be confident sending your child 
back to school.  
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We are heartened by the latest research from other countries where children have 
already returned to school that shows young children are very unlikely to become 
symptomatic or spread the virus to other children.  
However, we appreciate that some parents will not want to send their child back to 
school and as mentioned previously, this is a decision we will respect. In addition, if 
there is anything else that you would like to know or are not sure about, please get in 
touch. 
 
What we will be doing in school? 

1. Providing a safe, caring and supportive environment for all members of the school community 

2. Ensuring pupil well-being is a key priority and children are not anxious or overly worried. We will 

be advising against staff and pupils wearing face masks in school. 

3. Reminding pupils about the importance of hygiene and ensuring effective hand washing occurs 

regularly. 

4. Dividing classes into groups of 15 or less and keeping these groups separate throughout the 

school day. This is based on the model used successfully in Denmark and mitigates the need for 

stringent social distancing. 

5. Ensuring children sit at their own tables wherever appropriate and are socially distanced as much 

as possible during lessons, lunch and playtimes. 

6. Taking steps to ensure resources are shared as little as possible. 

7. Staggering the start and end of the school day. 

8. Staggering lunch and playtimes. 

9. Keeping rooms well ventilated and using outside learning as much as possible. 

10. Remaining committed to maintaining an open dialogue with parents and carers and supporting 

families as much as possible. 

What we need parents/carers to do 
1. Let us know if your child is in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 and will not be returning on 1st June. 

2. Respect measures to ensure the school is as safe as possible. 

3. Not enter the school building unless this is unavoidable and arranged in advance. 

4. Respect social distancing when on or around the school premises 

5. Ensure only  one adult drops-off or picks up if possible 

6. Inform school immediately if anyone in a pupil’s household becomes symptomatic and 

respecting guidance that other household members need to isolate for a further 14 days. 

7. Think about walking/cycling/using North Beach car park rather than adding to parking congestion 

along Northbrook Road. 

8. Support your children to understand that they may not be in the same group as all of their 

friends but this is only a temporary measure. 

9. Contact a member of staff if they have any concerns. 
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What pupils will need? 

1. A clearly named water bottle that is taken home, washed thoroughly and brought in again every 

day. 

2.  As little excess baggage as possible! If it is warm leave coats, sweatshirts etc. at home. No toys 

etc. brought in. 

3. Reassurance that it may be different but will still be OK! 

Uniform 
Government advice is that pupil’s uniform is washed everyday.  To manage changing 
etc for PE pupils will wear their PE kit into school on a designated day where PE is 
timetabled (see below). Reception will do PE in their school uniform. 
Year 1 – Thursdays 
Year 6 – Tuesdays * 
Key workers/vulnerable – Mondays 
*in addition Y6 will be visiting Leeson House every Thursday and will not need school 
uniform on that day. 
Either trainers or school shoes can be worn everyday by all children. 
 
Home Learning 
Home learning will continue to be provided for Years 2,3,4, 5 pupils not in school but not 
for those classes who have returned. However, as all teachers will be working full-time 
there will be more reliance on BBC Bitesize, White Rose Maths and the Oak Academy 
resources referenced on the website. We will also shortly be sending out instructions on 
how Years 3,4 and 5 can access a new maths resource – Doodle Maths which has 
already been successfully trialled by Year 2 pupils.  Please follow the instructions 
sent out separately to set up your child, it is very easy to use and the pupils who 
have been using it regularly are making good progress. 
Reading books in Year 1 
These will not be changed as regularly as usual. Teachers will send home a number of 
books to keep you going for a while. Reception books will be changed weekly on a 
Friday as before. 
 
 
Drop-off and pick up arrangements 
A member of staff will be at each entrance point to welcome children. Please do not 
come into the school building without speaking to a member of staff. Please see 
below for details of staggered start and end times and entrance/exit locations. 
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 Reception Year 1 Key workers/ 
vulnerable in 
Y2,3,4,5 

Year 6 

Drop off 9.00 am 8.50 am 8.40 am 8.30 am 

 All pupils will be expected to wash their hands with the sanitiser 
provided before entering the school building unless they have their own 
with them. 

Pick up 3.00 pm 3.10 pm 3.15 pm 3.20 pm 

Where Reception gate 
as usual 

Office 
entrance 

Pupil entrance Around hall and 
through 
playground gate 

Notes   If pupils in Y5 or Y6 are walking 
home on their own, they will be 
asked to respect social distancing 
advice. However, school are not 
responsible for their actions once 
they have left the premises. 

 If you have children in more than one of the above groups, please go 
for whichever is the later time if this is possible. If not, please speak to a 
member of staff on arrival.  Different entrance locations should still be 
used.   

Early Birds – 
from 8.00 am 

  Only available to children of key workers initially. 

 
WHAT YOU NEED TO DO NOW IF YOUR CHILD IS IN RECEPTION, YEAR 1 or YEAR 6 

- OR YOU ARE A KEY WORKER AND CANNOT LOOK AFTER YOUR CHILD AT HOME 

-  OR YOUR CHILD IS CONSIDERED VULNERABLE 

 

PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE BY PHONE, EMAIL  OR USING THE ONLINE SURVEY LINK BELOW OF YOUR 

INTENTIONS WITH REGARD TO YOUR CHILD/CHILDREN RETURNING TO SCHOOL SO WE CAN PLAN 

ACCORDINGLY.  

 

Online survey link (if this does not work please copy and paste URL below into your browser 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XifLgQOFR0igSVKKwghyRuP4QaU4VNNGrgXX5

m1YOzZUQ0pSUUcyQk9CUUhVRTgyUDYxT0lMNDc5Ty4u 

Please note this is a new survey which takes the place of the previous one to give us more detailed 

information about numbers in each class. 

 

KEY WORKER PARENTS MUST CHECK WITH SCHOOL IF THEY WOULD LIKE THEIR CHILD TO ATTEND AFTER 

HALF-TERM FOR THE FIRST TIME AS SPACE IS LIMITED. PLEASE COULD THOSE ALREADY ALREADY 

ATTENDING UPDATE ANY CHANGES TO THEIR PREVIOUS ATTENDANCE PATTERN.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XifLgQOFR0igSVKKwghyRuP4QaU4VNNGrgXX5m1YOzZUQ0pSUUcyQk9CUUhVRTgyUDYxT0lMNDc5Ty4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XifLgQOFR0igSVKKwghyRuP4QaU4VNNGrgXX5m1YOzZUQ0pSUUcyQk9CUUhVRTgyUDYxT0lMNDc5Ty4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XifLgQOFR0igSVKKwghyRuP4QaU4VNNGrgXX5m1YOzZUQ0pSUUcyQk9CUUhVRTgyUDYxT0lMNDc5Ty4u

