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School Re-opening News 

It was sadly confirmed this week that schools will not be expected to open to all pupils before the end of the Summer 

term. It was always going to be an outside chance but we hoped that maybe it would be possible to see all the children 

again before the end of the school year.  

In order to conform with the social distancing measures, currently all available classrooms are occupied and all teaching 

staff are working full time.  This means we only have the capacity to safely care for children in Reception, Year 1, Year 

6 and children of key workers.  These are the year groups the government has chosen to send back to school this half 

term.  

As always, the children who have been coming in have coped brilliantly with the changes and families have also been 

very supportive.  Thank you to you all for preparing your children so brilliantly and helping them understand the 

importance of  the new routines that have needed to be carried out. 

If you do have a child in Year 6 and are considering them returning before the end of term, there will be a cut-off of 

next week as it will be difficult for children to pick up the curriculum after missing more than 3 weeks. Please contact 

the school by Friday 12th June to confirm. This is less important with the younger children although there are only 5 

weeks left before we break-up for the summer. 

At present we have no more information than you on what the situation will be in September but will endeavour to 

keep you informed as much as possible. Arrangements for September may hopefully be ready to communicate in the 

final newsletter of term but having to implement change at extremely short notice has unfortunately been part of the 

Coronavirus experience so far, so we may still not have answers at this stage! 

Home Learning 

The fact that many children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 will have missed almost half the 

school year will obviously have an impact on progress and attainment next year. There 

is growing concern nationally on how big the gap might be between those that have 

accessed home learning and those that haven’t. Parental response to home learning 

is varied and personal circumstances obviously vary.  

The home learning page on our website is designed to allow children and parents to choose from a range of resources. 

All children need to read regularly, keep practising maths facts and skills and do some form of writing. Drawing up a 
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timetable for the week with your child can be really helpful in managing and helping incorporate these essential key 

skills into your weekly routines. 

St Mary’s has bought Doodle Maths and we recommend all children spend at 

least 20 minutes a day on this and 10 minutes on Times Tables Rockstars.  

Details of how to login into Doodle Maths was sent out previously. Teachers 

are setting activities weekly for pupils in their classes and those that are doing these are making 

good progress. Please contact us if you need any help with this. 

For those that would like a structured schedule, please look at the Oak Academy resources 

(link on website). This has a weekly schedule for all year groups in a range of subjects. Our 

teachers are continuing to provide a range of resources and activities on their class pages. 

Transitions - Year 6 

We are still waiting confirmation from our local secondary schools as to what the transition arrangements will be. The 

children are being prepared as much as possible as part of the curriculum. We are hopeful that staff from the secondary 

schools will be able to meet them at some stage.  We will of course be having transition meetings with members of 

staff from the secondary schools to make sure they are informed of your child’s strengths and needs.  We will add any 

transition information we are given by our secondary schools to the home learning area on our school website.  Mrs 

Nash will also be available to talk to Year six children not returning.  We can arrange a telephone meeting to discuss 

transition information and any questions your child may have.  Please get in touch if this would be helpful. 

 New Reception Intake 

Mrs Gray will be in touch with parents of children starting in Reception before the end of this term.  We hope to arrange 

zoom meetings in the place of home visits. It is likely that any meetings in school will have to take place at the start of 

the Autumn term now.  We will be in touch as soon as we have more information about arrangements for starting 

school in September. 

Staffing 

Teachers will be continuing in the same year groups in the Autumn term. However, we are sad to have two of our 

teaching assistants retiring at the end of this term – Mrs Snell and Mrs Smith.  Miss Meteau will also be leaving after 

stepping in to help us cover Mrs Horley’s departure earlier in the year. 

Reports 

School reports will be sent out at the beginning of July and be posted to those families whose children are not in school. 

Reports will give information on children’s progress up to the point of closure, if they have not returned to school. 

Attendance information will not be included this year.  

Dates 

If rules around social distancing and public gatherings change, it might be possible to have some end of year events 

but until we have this information we are not in a position to make any decisions. 

School will break up for the summer holidays on Friday 17th July at 1.30 pm.  

We will share details of arrangements for returning to school in September as soon as we have them.  The curriculum 

in September will be carefully designed to address the gaps in learning that school closures have caused.  Please be 

assured we will continue to do all we can to cater for your child’s needs on their return to school. 

 


