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July 2020 
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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk 
 

Usually this would be a very different newsletter and we are really sorry that the term is ending without all children having 

been able to return to school. However, at least we are now finally planning for this to happen in September - with the 

measures outlined in this newsletter in place from the beginning of the Autumn term until further notice.  Those children 

that have been in school have coped with everything brilliantly and been very resilient. I am sure it will be a similar picture 

in September. 

 It has been a pity we have not been able to hold the usual end of year events and particularly that we will not have the 

opportunity to publically thank our wonderful Year 6 class for being such a great asset to St Mary’s over the years. They 

deserve high praise for all their many achievements and have consistently been great role models for the younger pupils. 

We wish them every success in their new secondary schools and hope you won’t mind us mentioning them by name: 

Abbie, AJ, Alfie,  Ava E, Ava W, Brooke, Cameron, Ceci, David, Donika, Fred, Freya,  Harrison, Jakub, Isobel, Lamorna, Leon, 

Lia, Luiza, Lydia, Isla, Mia, Millie, Nicol, Olivia, Phoebe, Philip, Sofia, Stan and Thomas. 

We are planning to make sure they enjoy their last week and send them off with our best wishes. I hope it will be a 

memorable experience in more ways than one! 

We would also like to take this opportunity to welcome to St Mary’s the children and their families who will be in the new 

Reception intake as we have not been able to have the usual transition arrangements and parent meetings. We look 

forward to meeting them in September. 

Finally, thank you for all your efforts to support your children with the enormously challenging task of home learning 

during the last few months. I hope everyone manages to have some sort of break during the summer holidays! We are 

very much looking forward to seeing all the children together again in the Autumn. 

Best wishes, Maria Gadston 

Message from Jo Colvile - Parent Governor 

Now that we can start to look forward to the beginning of a new term, I wanted to remind parents of my role as Parent 

Governor. During the last few months I’ve spoken to some of you and we’ve shared our frustrations and successes with 

home schooling. It’s been a challenge in our house, all sorts of changes to cope with. 

We’ve all had slightly different experiences during this time. Moving forward I’d like to continue my offer to help with 

any concerns you might have about your children returning in September and to liaise with the school. 

It will be a while before I see most of you again but come September I’ll be on the school run everyday, so please feel 
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free to approach me on any issues I might be able to help with. 

Jo Colvile 

Catholic Life 

Despite the challenging times, school has still been trying hard to engage with our local community and have designed 
and sent cards regularly to the Parish via Fr Tim and also written to all our wonderful volunteers whom we have missed 
seeing but hope to welcome back into school when it will be possible to do so. 

We have also kept in touch with our partner school in Uganda, Nakirebe Primary School, who have been facing their own 
challenges but are always grateful for our communications and prayers. 

Reading books 

Many of our reading books went home to keep pupils busy during closure. It would be really helpful if these could be 

returned to school before the end of term so we can get them ready for the Autumn term. Please just drop them in to the 

office before Friday 17th July. 

Reading Challenge 

The annual summer holiday reading challenge is still being run by Swanage Library. Pupils who take part are presented 

with their certificates on our return to school. As pupils will not have been introduced to the challenge this year, please 

see a link below that they can watch to find out more. 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/ 

Arrangements for the return to school in September 

In line with government guidance on the reopening of schools, from September we will be introducing the measures and 

arrangements outlined below. 

Minimising contact with those who are unwell – ensure those who have Covid-19 symptoms, or who have someone in 

their household who does, do not attend school. If anyone at school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or 

high temperature they will be sent home and must self-isolate for at least 7 days. Other members of their household 

should self-isolate for 14 days from their the symptomatic person first had symptoms. Please keep school informed if 

anyone in your household does become ill. 

Home learning resources will be set-up ready for any individuals or groups of children who cannot attend school. More 

details to follow in September. 

Please note – if travelling abroad to any destinations subject to quarantine regulations, please adhere to these before 

sending your child back to school. This will apply to trips taken towards the end of school holidays. 

Hand and respiratory hygiene 

All pupils will be expected to use the hand sanitiser provided (unless they have their own with them) before entering the 

school building. During the day they will wash their hands every time they leave and return to their classroom, before and 

after eating and as well as after using the loo. 

Please note: parents of pupils in Reception, Year 1 and 2 are asked to supervise their child’s use of hand sanitiser on 

entry to school to avoid the risk of it getting into their eyes. 

The ‘Catch it, Kill it, Bin it’ approach when coughing and sneezing is taught to maintain respiratory hygiene. 

Enhanced cleaning – touchpoints and other surfaces are cleaned during the school day. 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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Minimising contact between individuals – pupils will stay together in their class groups throughout the day including at 

break and lunchtimes and be kept separate from other class groups. There will be no whole school assemblies etc. 

Reception, Year 1, 2, 5 and 6 pupils will eat their lunch in their classrooms with Y3 and 4 using the hall. Hot lunches will be 

available as normal but delivered to the relevant location. Breaktimes and lunchtimes will be staggered. Year groups will 

play in separate areas outside. 

In Years 3-6 desks will face forward. Pupils will have their own pencils, rubbers, rulers, scissors, glue sticks etc (supplied 

by school) which they will keep in a bag in their individual trays. 

Toilets will be designated to specific year groups. 

Educational trips and visits will resume if available with year groups staying in their groups and travelling on school 

minibuses. 

 

Water bottles – all children to have a named water bottle that they bring to school and take home again each day. Pupils 

are expected to drink water not juice. Please encourage this, although your children may say they don’t like water, they 

all drink it at school and if some have juice it causes unnecessary problems. 

Walking/cycling/scootering to school – we have been asked to encourage parents to try and avoid driving to school. I 

appreciate St Mary’s is quite a distance for some families and if you cannot walk please think about making use of the 

North Beach car park and walking through the park. With reduced parking available in Northbrook Rd and the Barratts site 

being fully operational, we need to try and avoid the irresponsible parking by parents that have occurred in the past. 

Start and end of the school day – only one parent/carer/nominated adult to drop off/pick up please 

 

 Drop-off Pick-up Where 

Reception 8.50 am 3.10 pm usual gate 

Year 1 8.40 am 3.15 pm usual gate 

Year 2 8.40 am 3.15 pm Visitor entrance (office) 

Year 3 8.40 am 3.15 pm Pupil entrance 

Year 4 8.40 am 3.15 pm Pupil entrance 

Year 5 8.30 am 3.20 pm Through gate at rear of the hall 

Year 6 8.30 am 3.20 pm Through gate at rear of the hall 

Please note: Please note: If you have siblings in different year groups, please drop them at 
the later time. 

 

School uniform/PE kit 

School uniform will be worn as normal except on the days children are doing PE when PE kit will be worn to school. This 

will mean PE kit will not be kept in school. 

 

PE will be taught on the following days: 

Reception – Fridays 

Year 1 – Thursdays 

Year 2 – Thursdays 

Year 3 – Mondays & Wednesdays 

Year 4 – Wednesdays & Fridays 

Year 5 & 6 – Tuesdays & Thursdays 
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Early Birds - will run from normal from 8.00 am at a cost of £1 a day per child payable through the online payment system. 

More information to be sent out in September regarding payments.  

 

Emotional health and well-being – staff are all aware that pupils may find the return to school in September after the 

long period of closure and the ongoing concerns around coronavirus difficult and will endeavour to ensure that any 

concerns and anxieties are addressed as quickly as possible. Similarly, if any parents have any particular anxieties about 

the return to school or their child’s welfare, please let us know. The first week back will be heavily focused on pastoral 

care and health and well-being. 

 

Please note all pupils return to school on Monday 7th September except the new Reception class who should have received 

information on the arrangements for a phased introduction. 

 

Unfortunately, we have had to say goodbye to Mrs Snell and Mrs Smith who are retiring at the end of this term.  

 

Staffing arrangements for September are as follows: 

Reception – Teacher Mrs Gray, teaching assistants Mrs Jewell and Mrs Berry 

Year 1 – Teacher Mr Wollen, teaching assistant Mrs Dunster 

Year 2  - Teacher Mrs de Leon, teaching assistant Mrs White 

Year 3 – Teachers Mrs Gould & Ms Michie, teaching assistant Ms Ritchie 

Year 4 – Teachers Ms Altham, teaching assistant Ms Schooling &  Mrs Anderson-Doig 

Year 5 – Teacher Mr White, teaching assistant Mrs Nash & Ms Coronilla Gomez 

Year 6 – Teacher Mrs Meteau, teaching assistant Mrs Nash & Ms Evans 

 

We hope we will be able to hold meetings for parents with their child’s new teacher during the first half of the Autumn 

term. 

 

 


