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September 2020 
Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk 
 

Welcome back everyone! Seeing all the children together again has been lovely and the fact they have all grown so 

much is a reminder of how long it has been for some. Thank you for all your support in getting pupils back to school 

and please remember, that despite the ongoing challenges of Covid 19 restrictions, we value feedback from parents 

and hope to keep communication as open as possible.  

School priorities this year include the following key areas: 

Supporting mental health and wellbeing amongst the whole school community 

Identifying and addressing gaps in pupils’ learning, especially in reading and maths 

Making provision for a high quality home/remote learning curriculum as and when needed 

Teaching the new Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) curriculum for primary schools. 

Mental Health & Wellbeing 

There are a number of resources available to support both parents and children that schools can access. Please let us 

know if you need more information on this. 

Addressing gaps in learning 

We are looking at different ways of approaching this problem. Some children will be invited into school to work in a 

small group four times a week at 8.30 am with members of staff.  We will also be looking at running some after-school 

catch up sessions for children in Y3-6 before long. Parents can make a significant impact if children are encouraged to 

complete home learning, particularly reading/being read to regularly and practise with recall of age appropriate 

number facts. 

Remote Learning 

In the event of individuals and groups of children having to isolate, we are working on developing a consistent and high 

quality curriculum for remote learning. Please make sure you or your children know your logins for the online resources 

used – Doodle (whole school), Times Tables Rockstars (Y2-6) and J2e (Y3-6). Timestables Rockstars and J2e login details 

are the same.  Encouraging pupils to take responsibility for completing home learning routinely will obviously help 

them manage better if longer periods of remote learning were to be needed. 
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RSHE 

We are teaching the new curriculum from September in Y1-6. Details of the resource being used showing example 

lesson content was shared last year but here it is again if you are interested. 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal/ 

Parent login is as follows: 

Username:         st-marys-bh19 

Password:          mary-19 

Unfortunately, due to lockdown, we had to postpone the proposed whole school parent meeting to share information 

on the curriculum but we hope to be able to offer this again once guidelines allow.  Parents of Y4,5,6 children who are 

being taught about puberty will receive a letter beforehand. 

Parent Information Meetings 

We will be holding meetings for parents to meet their child’s new teacher next week. Teachers will give information 

about this term’s topic, curriculum expectations for the year group and what home learning will be given.  They will 

also endeavour to answer any questions you have. 

Due to Covid-19 guidelines we respectfully ask that only one parent per pupil attends and that face masks are worn. 

Also, to gauge numbers please use Schools Buddy to indicate if you will be attending. (Dates will be added shortly to 

Schools Buddy) Dates as follows and all at 2.45 pm in the hall to allow for social distancing.  

Year 1 – Friday 18th September  

Year 2 – Monday 14th September 

Year 3 – Tuesday 15th September 

Year 4 – Wednesday 16th September 

Year 5 – Thursday 17th September 

Year 6 – Thursday 24th September 

Reception – Monday 21st Sept 2.15 pm (more details to follow from Mrs Gray) 

Covid-19 Update 

As you will appreciate from the recent closure of a local primary school, the situation when cases are confirmed in 

school is extremely difficult. When there has been a confirmed case of Covid 19 in a child or member of staff, the school 

is required to follow the advice of Public Health England and this can take time to establish. We have attached an 

information sheet from another local school which clarifies what to do in different scenarios that may arise. At present, 

guidance states that children should attend school unless they or anyone in their household is symptomatic, has tested 

positive or been advised that all family members should isolate.  

After-school Clubs 

We will initially be running one after school club (Sport) on Tuesdays for children in Years 3,4,5,6 until 4.20 pm from 

22nd September. Details for signing up will be on Schools Buddy. If your child is in Year 3 and 4 and attending the club, 

they will need to wear their PE kit to school on Tuesdays as well as Wednesdays & Fridays. 
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In addition, there are still spaces in the Explorers (outdoor activities) Club run by A (Outdoor Schooling) on Mondays 

(Y1-3) & Wednesdays (Y4-6) from 3.15-5.15 pm. These are booked directly with A but please ask if you need contact 

details. 

E Safety & Anti-bullying Champion – officially Mrs Nash fills this role at St Mary’s although concerns can be addressed 

to any member of staff. Please note that most social media apps are aimed at over 13s and inappropriate for younger 

children, this includes You Tube. Please be extremely vigilant over your child’s access to the internet. 

Fundraising 

As school fundraising events will be more difficult to host this year, we are continuing our 250 Club scheme. More 

details to follow shortly but basically it involves buying a ticket for £10 to cover six draws over the year when cash 

prizes can be won. Funds raised are split 50/50 split between St Mary’s and the prize fund. 

New CEO of Plymouth CAST 

We are also attaching a letter to parents from the newly appointed CEO of our multi-academy trust (Plymouth CAST), 

Zoe Batten who has taken over from Raymond Friel. 

Thank you for your support as always and especially during this challenging time. 

Best wishes, 

Maria Gadston 

 


