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Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk 
 

Welcome back after a somewhat soggy Autumn half-term! We are now faced with a very different to normal run-up 

to the Christmas holidays due to the impact of coronavirus restrictions which unfortunately show no signs of abating. 

However, we will of course do our best to ensure that the pupils have as many opportunities as possible to enjoy the 

run-up to Christmas. 

Music Mark 

St Mary’s was recently awarded the Music Mark Award for 2020-21 in recognition of “the value that 

you place on music and your commitment to a broad and balanced curriculum.” It is a pity that we 

are not allowed to celebrate with a song at the moment! 

Parent meetings 

To comply with Dorset and Trust guidance, meetings with parents to discuss their child’s progress this term will now 

have to be held by telephone. Information on how to book a time slot after school during the week beginning 9th 

November will be sent out on Schools Buddy shortly. Ten minutes will be allocated for each appointment and this will 

need to be adhered to, allow teachers to keep to time.  If you think you need longer than ten minutes, please phone 

the office to make a different appointment. Teachers will phone parents on the phone number requested when 

booking. 

Coronavirus guidance 

The Department for Education has updated the guidance on what parents and carers need to know about early years 

providers, schools and colleges during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak to include the latest information on self-

isolation and shielding, who needs to get a test for coronavirus (COVID-19), face coverings, assessment and exams. 

Supporting families 

Don’t forget that we are here to support families as well as pupils so please get in touch if you are experiencing any 

difficulties.  

1. We have food bank vouchers for any families in need at the moment and you can also self-refer by phoning 07759 

230 313.The only information that you will be asked for is name, address (for deliveries), phone number, number of 

people in the family and any special dietary requirements. The Food Bank will give families enough food for three meals 

a day for all the family members over the week. 

mailto:office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=30%20October%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=30%20October%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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2. There are funds available through grants the Catholic Children’s Society for families that need financial help for 

something specific eg. clothing, washing machines, boiler repairs etc. Please ask for more information. 

3. Family Partnership Zone school link worker – monthly drop-ins for help and advice on a wide range of areas including 

mental health and wellbeing, finance, housing, challenging behaviour, domestic abuse etc. The next drop-in is at school 

on 23rd November, just phone to book a slot. 

4. Domestic abuse/women’s aid helpline – see link to flyer for phone numbers 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/care-and-support-for-adults/dorset-safeguarding-adults-board/dorset-

safeguarding-adults-board-pdfs/domestic-abuse-contact-details.pdf 

Home Learning 

If your child cannot attend school due to having to isolate/quarantine from coronavirus 

or because they have symptoms themselves, don’t forget to inform school so we can 

provide resources for learning from home. These include maths workbooks as well as 

online resources accessed through the home learning tab on the school website. 

Doodle 

Congratulations to Noah in Y2 for being the latest doodler to achieve a 

100-day streak. Don’t forget that when children are working on the 6 a 

day activity, if the question is too hard, move it to the tricky folder rather than telling them the answer. As the 

programme is analytical it uses the child’s responses to set questions matched to their ability and giving too much help 

will be counterproductive. 

Coop Community Fund 

We were hugely surprised to hear that St Mary’s is to receive a total of £9, 793.17 from 

its Local Community Fund. A massive thank you to the Co-op and all those friends and 

families who have supported the cause through the membership scheme. 

Video of daily life at St Mary’s 

Thank you for returning permissions for the video and for Ryan Titley for doing such a wonderful job. It can now be 

viewed through the school website. 

250 Club 

Tickets will be on sale shortly. £10 covers six half termly draws with half the money going back out in prizes and half to 

school funds. We are still looking for volunteers to help run this scheme. If anyone is interested, please speak to Mrs 

Maidman in the office or any member of staff. 

Wildlife area/pond 

We are looking at trying to create a wildlife area with a pond in the scrubland adjacent to the school field. If anyone 

has some time or expertise, we would love to develop this project with parental/community involvement. 

Green Team 

Green team representatives for each class will be appointed as part of our 

commitment to environmental issues and Laudato Si. Due to present restrictions, they 

will work on a project within their class bubble that will still have a significant impact 

over the year. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/care-and-support-for-adults/dorset-safeguarding-adults-board/dorset-safeguarding-adults-board-pdfs/domestic-abuse-contact-details.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/care-and-support-for-adults/dorset-safeguarding-adults-board/dorset-safeguarding-adults-board-pdfs/domestic-abuse-contact-details.pdf
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Year 1 – Litter 

Year 2 - Recycling 

Year 3 – Reducing single use plastic/finding alternatives 

Year 4 – Food waste/food miles/Fair Trade 

Year 5 – School Walking Zone 

Year 6 – Live Simply 

Catholic Life  

St Mary’s Pupil Chaplains  

We were pleased to welcome Fr Tim to commission our new Pupil Chaplaincy Team on the 20th October.  They have 

produced an action plan and are now beginning to complete a variety of activity ideas and support around school.  

Their first fundraising idea is School Christmas Cards and this week you will be receiving your child’s art work for a 

Christmas card – We hope you will consider buying some to send to your friends and families this Christmas.  

Rotary Shoe Boxes 

You will have received information about this year’s Rotary Appeal 

before half term.  Please can you send any items to go into shoe 

boxes into school by 6th November.  Class teachers will collect items and they will be sent on to Rotary for packing into 

boxes. 

Mass 

Sadly, during the coming period of lockdown, Mass will not be celebrated at St Edward’s Church.  Fr Tim will continue 

to stream Mass on Sundays and during the week – you can find a link to these on the school website. 

Harvest 

Thank you so much for all your generous harvest donations.  We delivered a car load of items to the local foodbank 

and have received lovely thank you letters from them – these are displayed in the information board in the school car 

park. We were also delighted to be able to send £220.20 to CAFOD for their Brighten up for Harvest Campaign.  

Remembrance Poppies 

We will be marking Remembrance Day on the 11th November, although we will be unable to visit the 

Town War Memorial as we usually do.  We are hoping to have poppies to sell in school later in the week. 

So if you could send your child in with a small contribution for these the Royal British Legion would be 

most grateful. 

Year 5 Class Litany 

During our RE lessons Year 5 have been reflecting on all that we have to be thankful for – in these challenging times 

their class litany of thanks is a timely reminder of many of the gifts and blessings we have in our lives.   

 

 

 



 

Page 4 of 4 

 

Year 5 Class Litany 

For the gift of forgiving friends 

We thank you God 

For those in our class who live out the Gospel values 

  We thank you God 

For the people who love and care for us 

We thank you God 

For the joy of sharing together 

We thank you God 

For our fair-playing football players 

We thank you God 

For our families who love and care for us 

We thank you God 

For our class musicians and singers 

  We thank you God 

For the peace-makers in our class 

We thank you God 

For the chance to be at school together 

We thank you God 

For all those who look after our common home 

We thank you God 

For the gift of your love for us all. 

We thank you God 


