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ADVENT – A time of 

joyful expectation 

 
It seems a very different build-up to Christmas at school this year and in many respects much 
less hectic. However, one thing that never changes is how excited the children are once we hit 
December!  Please see the dates for Christmas-related events at the end of the newsletter.  As 
we get to the end of what has been a long and challenging term, we would like to thank you all 
for your ongoing support and hope you all have a lovely Christmas with your families (or parts 
of them at least!). 
 
RE and Catholic Life 
Advent – Last Sunday was the first Sunday of Advent; Advent means ‘coming’ and in school we are using these four weeks 
to prepare for Christ’s coming as we get ready to celebrate Christmas.  We are lighting our Advent wreath and this week 
we lit the first candle of ‘Hope’ - something very much needed in the current climate.  During Advent, we take the 
opportunity to pray more and try to do good deeds; you will have already had some information about our Las Posadas 
celebration – which gives a chance to think about others and also to remember the Christmas story as we welcome the 
Holy Family into our homes.  CAFOD has a very good interactive Advent calendar, with daily reflections and Christmas 
activities.  
This year's online Advent calendar includes stories and activities to help children learn about and pray for people around 
the world and is suitable for children in KS1 and KS2.   It can be found at the following link: 
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Advent-calendar-for-children  
 
Chaplains – The Pupil Chaplains have been, and continue to be very busy.  They have been preparing all the resources for 
each class for Las Posada, writing Christmas cards to our volunteers and members of the parish. 
 
Las Posadas – Your child will be bringing home an envelope with all that you need to take part in this year’s Las Posadas.  
When your Holy Family characters are coloured and set up somewhere it would be lovely if you could email in photos that 
we can put on the school website (either to the office or rmeteau@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk).  Thank you in advance 
for any donations to the foodbank; suggestions of what they would like are on the information leaflet in the pack. 
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Class carols 
These should be filmed and available to view on the website during the last week of term. If 
you would like your child to appear in the video, please make sure you have completed the 
consent form sent out on SchoolsBuddy. 
Carol Service 
We are delighted that Year 6 will still be holding their carol service at St Edward’s Church.  It 
will be filmed and available on the school website from Wednesday 17th December and we 

warmly invite you to share this with your family at home where you will be able to sing along!!   Many thanks to Fr Tim 
for welcoming us to the church; leading the service and playing the piano! 
Mass @ St Edward’s 
From this coming Sunday, 6th December, Mass will resume at St Edward’s Church at 9am.  You would be most welcome 
and Fr Tim would be delighted to see you.   
Rotary shoeboxes 
Thank you to all those who brought in items for the annual Christmas Rotary Shoebox Scheme. A total of 286 shoeboxes 
were sent out for children in Montenegro, Albania and the Philippines. 
 
Fundraising 
 
Christmas Cards- Thank you to everyone who purchased Christmas cards, mugs etc.  We raised a grand total of £239. 
 
250 club – So far this year we have not been able to hold many 
of the usual events that raise much needed funds for the school. 
These funds are important at a time when school budgets are 
very tight, both to buy extra resources and to subsidise trips and 
visits. We came up with the 250 Club last year after feedback 
from many working parents that they would prefer to donate a 
one-off amount as they could not always support events at 
school. However, ticket sales have been slow so far and unless 
we can sell another 170 before the end of term, the scheme will 
have to close. A £10 ticket covers the year and includes 6 prize 
draws with half the money going to school. Tickets can now be 
bought through school buddy or from the office.  This term we 
were able to purchase a new muddy kitchen for Reception and the Imagination Playground construction system from 
funds raised over the last few years. This has made the top playground a much more exciting place to be at playtimes for 
all year groups!  
 
Thank you to all those who supported St Mary’s as one of the Cooperative Supermarket’s local causes. We were delighted 
to receive a cheque for £9,793. Special thanks to Jo Kiddell for organising the application from the school. This money is 
earmarked for a much needed additional space for individual/group work. 
 
Online panto - We have booked an online panto for the children, Jack & the Beanstalk, which will be viewed in classrooms 
during the last week of term. This has also kindly been paid for from funds raised last year by the PTA 
 
Life Education 
The visit that was previously postponed is provisionally scheduled to take place on 11th and 13th December. Payment will 
be carried over from before if you have already paid. If not, a message will go out on Schools Buddy asking for £3 per pupil 
nearer the time. 
 
Survey from Patchwork Parenting 
The organisers of the Patchwork Parenting Programme  have put together a short survey to look at the feelings of parents 
in response to the COIVID-19 pandemic and what we at PATCHWORK can offer in terms of support.  
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If this can please be added to the school newsletters that would be great, the link is  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QVFB3V2. 
 
Hot lunches 
Unfortunately, there has been a number of occasions recently when children are having hot lunches which have not been 
ordered. This causes shortages for other children and is time consuming for staff having to chase up missing meals, so 
please try and make sure you order hot lunches if required, even if you are entitled to free school meals or your child is in 
KS1 and doesn’t have to pay. Crab Apple will be reinstating the weekly Thursday email to remind parents to book their 
lunches by midday on the Friday. 
 
Coronavirus Updates from DfE 
Updated guidance on what parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges to clarify 
the position under the local restriction tiers.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-
schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-
term?utm_source=30%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C
19 

Dates 
7th December – Year 6 trip to Saxon trip to Wareham 
8th December – last after-school sports club this term 

9th December – Year 5 & 6 Saxon storytelling 
9th December - Last explores club KS2 

10th December – last Y5 reading catch-up session after school this term 
11th December – Festive jumper day 
11th December – Life Education visit 
14th December – Life Education visit 

14th December – Last explores club KS1  
16th December – Christmas lunch and party day (non uniform) 

18th December end of term. Staggered pick-ups 
Reception – 1.30 pm 

KS1 1.40 pm 
KS2 1.45 pm (Please note Y5&6 pupils will need to be collected at this time from school and cannot leave school 

on their own. If this causes a problem, please speak to member of staff.) 
4th January – school resumes for Spring term 
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