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I don’t think anyone envisaged January turning out as it has – the hopes for 2021 and the relief of being able to 
open school on Monday 4th was short-lived and as we approach the half way stage of the first half term, we all 
find ourselves facing more challenging times. Despite this, staff and families have been hugely supportive – 
thank you. 

Remote Learning 

We all fully appreciate how difficult home learning is for everyone, 
particularly parents and that all families have their own individual 
circumstances that often make it even harder. However, we have been 
impressed with how everyone is trying to do their best and at the end of the day that is all you can do. Staff 
have been working extremely hard to adapt to teaching in school and also plan and deliver learning for those at 
home. Expectations are much higher than under previous periods of school closure and teachers are expected 
to deliver the same curriculum to pupils whether they are at home or at school. The recommended daily amount 
of time children should spend on home learning is 3 hours for Key Stage 1 and 4 hours for Key Stage 2. Daily 
activities are set on the class pages accessed through the Home Learning button on the homepage of the school 
website. If it is taking your child any longer than this to do set activities, please let us know. Mrs Gray will shortly 
be sending out some resources to further support those children with special educational needs. The children 
in school are working on the same lessons with the intention that learning will be less disrupted when schools 
re-open. 

There are many discussions going on about the relative merits of different learning platforms being used by 
schools and a lot depends on the context of the school and resources available. There will be advantages and 
disadvantages to any provision as families all have very different contexts as well. Thank you to those who have 
sent in feedback, we are trying to develop and improve our practise on a daily basis. Please do not hesitate to 
contact the school or individual teachers if you have any queries or need help. (Teachers will be phoning families 
to see how things are going, as they are not always in school, this might be on a withheld number.) 

We are all hoping that if the infection rate starts to drop and the numbers being vaccinated increases, primary 
schools will be allowed to re-open by next half-term. 
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Support available to families 

- Winter coats for children – available from the Children’s Centre in Swanage (Chapel Lane) 

- Food bank – we have vouchers in school, just get in touch 

-        Early help from Purbeck Family Partnership Zone – again just phone to request an appointment for help 

on a wide range of issues.  

- Financial hardship due to Covid – help with winter bills.  

Please complete the online form found here or call the team on 

01929 408950. This line is open Monday – Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm. 

When we receive your enquiry our assessment team will consider 

your eligibility to receive support under this scheme.   

For all other enquiries, please call the CA Dorset Adviceline on 0800 
144 8848. For information on a wider range of support on offer to 
Dorset residents, visit the Reaching Out webpages.  

Doodle 100 Day Streaks 

Congratulations to the following pupils for achieving a 100-day streak on 
Doodle:  
Ariana, Grace, Bea, Filip, George H, Florelyn, Amelia E, Archie 
200 day plus – Noah T, Abigail K, Carlos, Noa 
300 day plus – George K 

Catholic Life 

St Mary’s Pupil Chaplains 
The chaplains who are in school are looking forward to the new year with plans to continue to develop their 
role in school; thinking how they can develop links with pupils, the parish and community during lockdown. They 
are beginning to create a weekly poster which you will be able to access on the school website. They are also 
hoping to design some cards that we can send to members of the parish and local community who live on their 
own. 

Hats on for the Homeless – St Mungo’s – Friday 29th January 2021 

Every year we hold a fundraising activity for St Mungo’s ad we are planning to do the 
same this year. Pupils in school can wear a hat for the day and bring a donation – there 
might be cakes for sale too but we will let you know nearer the time – pupil’s at home 
might like to wear a wacky hat at home for the day and make a donation too! Send us 
your photos. 

Posada 

A huge thanks to everyone for your contributions to our Posada Appeal this year. We received a lovely letter 
from the Foodbank thanking everyone at St Mary’s for their generosity in providing festive treats for those less 
fortunate. We hope you enjoyed hosting Mary and Joseph in your homes and having the opportunity to share 
the Christmas story as a family. 

http://www.purbeckadvice.org.uk/winter-support.html
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/reaching-out/reaching-out-financial-and-emotional-support-during-covid-19.aspx
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RE Curriculum - Local Church 

We are exploring the theme of Local Church, which is our story. The parish is where people gather together to 
celebrate and practise care and love for each other. The diocese is the community of the Christian faithful. The 
Local Church theme focuses on the people of God, gathered in Christ, united in the journey of faith, in care for 
one another, in sharing their story and in celebration. 

The experience of community is an essential and enjoyable part of life for people of every age and faith. The 
cycle of a year and the span of a lifetime contain occasions for regular celebrations as well as unexpected 
surprises, when people want to celebrate with family, friends and communities. 

The Church’s celebrations are also community occasions. On Sundays, the parish family gathers together. It is a 
time to remember how much there is to celebrate; a time to say thank you; a time to know that God’s love is 
offered and made visible here and now in Jesus and in people. Sacraments are more formal special moments: 
signs of ‘God-with-us’, who journeys with his people; signs of strength and blessing for life. 

Parish Mass 

Currently, a weekly Parish Mass, at 9am, is still taking place at St Edward’s Church in Swanage and Fr Tim also 
uploads Mass regularly through the week. The link for this can be found on the school website or at: 
https://purbeckcatholic.co.uk/coronavirus/ 

 


