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March 2021 
Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk

 

 
Finally, and hopefully for the last time, we are approaching the end of another period of school closure and 
looking forward to being able to re-open St Mary’s to all pupils on Monday 8th March. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank parents for supporting their children’s home learning despite the many challenges and are 
sure that children will have picked up a huge range of new knowledge and skills along the way (even if some 
may not have been intentional). I would also like to thank the staff who have coped admirably with a very 
different teaching experience and once again demonstrated their great commitment to St Mary’s. 
 

Re-opening arrangements 
Arrangements in the Government’s Schools Coronavirus Operational Guidance replicate much of what was 
introduced from September 2020: 
 

• Minimising contact with those who are unwell or required to isolate by ensuring they do not attend 
school.  Please keep school informed if anyone in your household does become ill. Pupils, staff and other 
adults must not come into the school if:  

• they have one or more coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms  
• a member of their household (including someone in their support bubble or childcare bubble if 

they have one) has coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms   
• they are required to quarantine having recently visited countries outside the Common Travel 

Area  
• they have had a positive test  

 
They must immediately cease to attend and not attend for at least 10 days from the day after the start of 
their symptoms. 

 

• Hand and respiratory hygiene 
All pupils will be expected to use the hand sanitiser provided before entering the school building. 
During the day they will wash their hands every time they leave and return to their classroom, before 
and after eating and as well as after using the toilet. 
Please note: parents of pupils in Reception, Year 1 and 2 are asked to supervise their child’s use of 
hand sanitiser on entry to school to avoid the risk of it getting into their eyes. 
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The ‘Catch it, Kill it, Bin it’ approach when coughing and sneezing is taught to maintain respiratory 
hygiene. 

• Enhanced cleaning – touchpoints and other surfaces are cleaned during the school day. 

• Minimising contact between individuals – pupils will stay together in their class groups throughout the 
day including at break and lunchtimes and be kept separate from other class groups. There will be no 
whole school assemblies etc. Breaktimes and lunchtimes will be staggered. Year groups will play in 
separate areas outside.  

• Keeping indoor spaces well-ventilated 

• Ensure face coverings are used in recommended circumstances – parents are to wear a face covering 
if entering the school building or to talk to members of staff.  

 
Additional information 
Lunches – hot lunches are still available and must be ordered through Crab Apple. The deadline for ordering 
hot lunches for the week beginning 8th March is this Friday (5th) by 12pm the latest.  
 
Water bottles – all children to have a named water bottle that they bring to school and take home again each 
day. Pupils are expected to drink water not juice. Please encourage this, although your children may say they 
don’t like water, they all drink it at school and if some have juice it causes unnecessary problems. 
 
Walking/cycling/scootering to school – we have been asked to encourage parents to try and avoid driving to 
school as much as possible. I appreciate St Mary’s is quite a distance for some families and if you cannot walk 
please think about making use of the North Beach car park and walking through the park. With reduced 
parking available in Northbrook Rd and the Barratts site being fully operational, we need to try and avoid the 
irresponsible parking by parents that has occurred in the past. Please do not park on the double yellow lines 
in front of the build out on the road directly opposite the school entrance. I have had a number of 
complaints about this. 
 
School uniform/PE kit 
School uniform will be worn as normal except on the day’s children are doing PE or attending an after-school 
sports club when PE kit will be worn to school. This will mean PE kit will not be kept in school. 
 
PE will be taught on the following days: 
Reception – Friday 
Year 1 – Monday &Thursday 
Year 2 – Monday & Thursday 
Year 3 – Monday & Wednesday 
Year 4 – Wednesday & Friday 
Year 5 & 6 – Tuesday & Thursday 
 
Early Birds will run from normal from 8.00 am at a cost of £1 a day per child payable through the online 
payment system. Children arriving for Early Birds should use the main pupil entrance. 
 
After school clubs resume the first week back for the 4 weeks up until the Easter holidays. A new timetable 
will be in place for the Summer Term. A separate email has been sent out with details on signing up for clubs 
this term. 
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Start and end of the school day 
 

 Drop-off Pick-up Where 

Reception 8.50 am 3.10 pm Usual gate 

Year 1 8.40 am 3.15 pm Gate to field by the side of pre-school 

Year 2 8.40 am 3.15 pm Visitor entrance (office) 

Year 3 8.40 am 3.15 pm Pupil entrance 

Year 4 8.40 am 3.15 pm Pupil entrance 

Year 5 8.30 am 3.20 pm Through gate at rear of the hall 

Year 6 8.30 am 3.20 pm Through gate at rear of the hall 

Please note: If you have siblings in different year groups, it is fine to drop them off together 
at whichever time is the latest. Please do not drop children off earlier than the times 
requested unless they are attending Early Birds. 
 

 
Lateral Flow Home Testing Kits – the government has released plans to make home test kits available to all 
households with primary, secondary and college-aged children.  These will not be distributed by schools. More 
information can be found at https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 
Any positive lateral flow test result must be reported to school. 
 
School books 
Please send back any books that were issued for home learning. Pupils will be using the Maths No Problem 
books for daily maths lessons so it is important these are returned as soon as possible. Please return all 
school reading books – our library is currently looking a little depleted.  
 
St Mary’s Pre-School 
The Pre-School is run as a separate organisation.  Due to falling numbers, their committee made the difficult 
decision to close at the end of the Summer term.  Little Birds will be relocating from their present site at St 
Mark’s for the start of the new school year in September. Enquiry forms for places are available from the 
school office as well as directly through Little Birds. 
 
Operation Encompass 
The school has been given the opportunity to take part in a project that will run jointly between schools and 
Dorset Police. 
 
Operation Encompass is the reporting of police attended domestic abuse incidents to schools, prior to the start 
of the next school day, where there are children in the home. 
 
Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the school staff, (DSL) known as a Key Adult, is trained to 
allow them to liaise with the police and to use the information that has been shared in confidence, while 
ensuring that the school is able to make provision for possible difficulties experienced by children, or their 
families, who have experienced a domestic abuse incident. 
 
We are keen to offer the best support possible to all our pupils and we believe this will be extremely beneficial 
for all those involved. 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
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RE and Catholic Life 
Hats on for the Homeless – St Mungo’s  
Every year we hold a fundraising activity for St Mungo’s – Thank you to 
everyone who supported our fundraising for St Mungo’s – we raised a total of 
£70.85 which will go towards supporting the homeless providing safe places to 
stay; warm clothes and meals and training to help people back into work and 
help them find permanent accommodation.  
 

Fairtrade Fortnight 
We have been finding out about Fairtrade in both our home learning and at school.  We are 
hoping that some of the poems, leaflets and posters will be on display at the Library and 
Tourist Information Centre during the summer.  We are also going to be enjoying a Fairtrade 
Breakfast – watch the school website for some photos.  
 
Hot Cross Bun raiser for CAFOD 

On the last day of term, Thursday 1st April, we will be holding a fundraiser for CAFOD which, as 
you may have guessed from the name, involves Hot Cross Buns - more information to follow! 
 
Random Acts of Kindness 
We are pleased to share with you an initiative from ‘Notice the Signs’ being run by 
the mental health charity, Dorset Mind on how small random acts of kindness to 
ourselves and others can benefit mental wellbeing. A flyer is attached separately. 
 

RE Curriculum   
As we all return to school next week we will start a new RE topic: 
Lent/ Easter- Giving 
Early Years GROWING - Looking forward to Easter 
Year 1  CHANGE - Lent: a time for change 
Year 2  OPPORTUNITIES - Lent: an opportunity to start anew 
Year 3  GIVING ALL - Lent: remembering Jesus’ total giving 
Year 4  SELF DISCIPLINE - Celebrating growth to new life 
Year 5  SACRIFICE - Lent: a time of aligning with the sacrifice made by Jesus  
Year 6   DEATH & NEW LIFE - Celebrating Jesus’ death and resurrection 
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Parish Links - We continue to include the parish and our local 
community in our prayers.  As part of their preparation for Lent, year 
5 and 6 used St Francis’ ‘Five Finger Prayer’ guide to write prayers for 
Lent.   You can see some are on the tree in photograph, the rest have 
been delivered in the parish to those who can't attend Mass 

Parish Mass   
Currently, a weekly Parish Mass, at 9am, is still taking place at St 
Edward’s Church in Swanage and Fr Tim also uploads Mass regularly 
through the week.  The link for this can be found on the school 
website or at: https://purbeckcatholic.co.uk/coronavirus/  
Information for Mass times during Holy Week and the Easter 
weekend to follow. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Provisional dates for the rest of the Spring Term  
(to be confirmed with further details nearer the time) 

8th March – all children return to school, club timetable and catch-up sessions resume 
15th March – Let’s Count Day 

 
19th March – Red Nose Day (more details to follow) 

 
22nd – 26th March – parent meetings 

 
28th March - Palm Sunday 

 
1ST APRIL- Maundy Thursday 

 
Hot Cross Bun raiser for CAFOD (hot cross buns for all!) 

Last day of term 
2nd April - Good Friday 

 
4th April - Easter Sunday 

 
19th April – start of summer term 

 
 

https://purbeckcatholic.co.uk/coronavirus/

