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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk 
 

As we reach the last term of the academic year, it seems that our hopes for a return to some degree of normality are 

becoming more of a possibility and we are starting to plan for this optimistically! 

Residential Trips 

Unfortunately, this is one aspect of our normal school calendar that we have decided to cancel this year as we are 

unlikely to get the go-ahead in time to make it practical to try and arrange. Instead, all staff have been asked to arrange 

a number of day trips for their classes. If you have paid a deposit previously, this can be used against the cost of day 

trips or if you would prefer a refund, please contact the office. 

Year 6 will be having a school sleepover in July – more details to follow.  

Walk to School Initiative 

This is a national event scheduled for 17-21 May. However, our Green Team representatives in Year 5 have decided to 

extend this for St Mary’s from 10th May until half term. A flyer prepared by the children is attached and we are hoping 

to encourage parents to try walking at least part of the way, making use of many of the locations nearby where you 

can park easily. We appreciate many families live too far away to walk all the way to school, but getting parents to park 

away from the immediate area of Northbrook Road would have significant benefits. In our last survey 65% of pupils 

travelled to school solely by car. 

Please read the leaflet which includes details of a walking bus from the Mowlem. Car badges to show you are walking 

and striding will be available from the office! 

Parent questionnaire 

Please fill this in if you can make time. Just leave the questions at the beginning if you are not sure. Here is the link 

again: https://www.qdpsurvey.co.uk/OnlineQuestionnaire?code=83348-34432-26193146 

Subtitles on screens – I have previously joked about this as a way of encouraging reading. There has now been research 

published and “studies consistently prove that exposure to subtitles which match the audio directly, contribute to 

reading development and language acquisition. Don’t look a gift horse.....More information at 

https://turnonthesubtitles.org/research/ 
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Curriculum/class topics 

Details of your child’s topic for this term can be found on the website along with photos and write ups about activities. 

In the summer term, the focus for all classes is our local environment and this includes a geography fieldwork project.  

A key part of our curriculum every term is Laudato Si (see below) and each class decides on an appropriate project that 

encourages children to take action to make the world a better place.  

Laudato Si (Praise Be to You!) 
In 2015 Pope Francis wrote a letter addressed to every person on this planet. Through this letter, he has taken a global 

lead in encouraging every person on the planet to take action and care for the earth - our common home - and preserve 

it for future generations, thinking and acting in solidarity with those who are poor and suffering. Laudato Si is a call to 

an ‘ecological conversion’ inviting each one of us to recognise the connection between our faith, our planet and the 

most vulnerable people and to take an active role in preserving the gift of life on earth. In school, we plan a social 

action project, linked to Laudato Si, for each class; there is information about your child’s topic and social action project 

below and we would welcome any additional ideas you might have that would support your child’s social action this 

term. The following link https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Laudato-Si-for-children is to an 

animation, based on Laudato Si – we have shared it with the children at school and hope you enjoy watching it with 

them – beware it has a very catchy tune!! 

Year 1 & Year 2 - Have chosen to support the charity School in a Bag for our community/social action project this term. 

Year 2 had just begun thinking about this when we went into first lockdown in March 2020 (they were in year 1 then!) 

and Mrs De Leon and I are very keen to pick this up as we think it is such a worthwhile thing. You can find out more 

about School in a Bag on their facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/schoolinabag/ 

Year 3 - The class will be looking at the impact of tourism on the Jurassic Coast and the seahorses at Studland in 

particular. They will be visiting Studland and their action is to raise awareness for the reasons for decline of seahorses 

in this area and what can be done to protect them. 

Year 4 - This term our project is called ‘Looking after Where We Live’, we will be visiting sites around Purbeck and 

speaking to local experts about the impacts that humans have been having on our local environment. We will be 

learning about how to reduce our own impacts on the environment. As well as this we will be finding ways to try to 

make other people more conscious of the effects that human actions are having on our planet. Our project is closely 

linked to our science topic for this term as we will be investigating the effects of environmental change on planet and 

wildlife. 

Year 5 –As part of our Laudato Si project we are trying to raise awareness of the current water aid crisis around the 

world. Currently one in ten of the world’s population doesn’t have access to clean water or functioning toilets. Year 5 

would like to do a presentation to parents and a sponsored swim to raise money for water aid to help people around 

the world who are not as privileged as us. We will also look at the importance of us saving water in our daily lives and 

ideas to help with this. 

Year 6 - Who doesn’t like a holiday? But what impact might our desire and need for holidays be having on the 

environment and the people who live in those areas? 

In our topic this term, we will be finding out a little about South America and in particular Brazil – this also links to our 

class book and we will explore tourism in that part of the world and possible environmental issues which might arise 

from visitors to these areas. 

https://www.facebook.com/schoolinabag/
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In Year 4, the children studied Victorians and explored our town’s development into a seaside holiday destination. We 

will be investigating how Swanage has further developed for tourists and whether these changes have had an adverse 

effect on the local area. 

To collect our evidence we will be carrying out some Geography field work in the town linked to the following areas: 

- Traffic and travel 

- Mapping of building use 

- Public surveys about tourism / amenities 

Housing availability - Our social action project will then link to how tourism might have had either a social or 

environmental impact on our local area this could well be: litter, pollution from cars, pollution of the sea or destruction 

of local wildlife; housing developments and cost of houses for local people. 

Mary Procession 

Traditionally May is the month of Our Lady, Mary and we are going to have our annual Mary procession to celebrate. 

This will take place on May 11th and the children will have a short procession followed by worship in the hall.  Plants 

and flowers often play a role in this kind of procession so we are therefore asking if you would be able to send in a 

plant/s which will then be planted, by the children, around the school grounds to add some colour during the summer 

months; it should be a bedding plant of some kind (there are many available in Budgens and Co-Op at the moment). 

RE 

Please see separate sheet giving important dates in the church year and explaining our RE curriculum this term. 

Year 6 Book Sale for Nakirebe Primary School 

A big thank you to year 6 for organising this event and to everyone who donated or purchased books.  They raised 

£180.14  to help support our partner school in Uganda. 

Hot Cross Bunraiser - CAFOD   

Everyone seemed to enjoy their hot cross buns and hot chocolate and we raised £121.54 that has been sent to CAFOD 

for their Lent appeal.   A big thank you to Swanage Co-Op who donated the Fairtrade hot chocolate for the event. 

Easter Cards 

Another big thank you has been received from the Parish and Clifftop Care home for the Easter cards made and sent 

by Years 5 and 6.  

Secondhand uniform sale – Please bring in any items still in good condition that your children no longer need. 

Amended drop-off time for Year 5 & 6 - we have now requested that all Year 2-6 pupils will enter school through the 

pupil entrance at 8.40 am unless they are attending Early Birds (8.00 am) or an early morning booster session (8.30 

am). Those attending early morning booster sessions should enter school via the office entrance and Early Birds 

through the pupil entrance which will then be closed until 8.40 am.  
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Dates: 

3rd May – Bank Holiday 

4th May – School resumes after Bank Holiday 

5th May – Height and weight check for Year 6 and Reception  

7th May – Number Day, 

Year 1 & 2 Bikeability 

10th May start of Walk to School in May 

Year 4 to Leeson House  

11th May – Walking bus from Mowlem – leaves 8.10 am prompt 

Mary Procession 

12th May – Year 6 to Leeson House 

13th May - Walking bus from Mowlem – leaves 8.10 am prompt 

Years 1 & 2 multisports afternoon (in school) 

14th May – secondhand uniform sale 

18th May Walking bus from Mowlem – leaves 8.10 am prompt 

20th May Walking bus from Mowlem – leaves 8.10 am prompt 

26th May – Year 5 to Weymouth for the day (please note no usual after school minibus service) 

27th May – Year 6 to Weymouth for the day (please note no usual after school minibus service) 

Meet our sports bronze ambassadors for 2020-2021 

 

 

 

 

 


