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We are now approaching the last few weeks of the school year and I have realised that this will be my last newsletter. 

This part of the term is always fairly hectic so I have not had much time to think about what it will be like after twenty-

five years at St Mary’s! I do know that what I will miss most (besides the fantastic team of colleagues that it has been 

a privilege to be part of) will be the fact that the children make me smile and laugh every day. Coming to work for so 

long in an environment where pupils are invariably positive, enthusiastic and looking to have fun is not to be 

underestimated and I feel very fortunate to have been part of this for so long. 

I would also like to thank the wider school community and parents in particular, who over the years have been so 

supportive. Although leaving will be difficult, I am confident the school is in a good place and will continue to offer a 

great primary education. 

Staffing next year 

Mr Alan Frame was in school recently to meet new parents and also to be part of the interview panel for a class teacher 

to replace Ms Altham who will be leaving at the end of the year. We are delighted to announce that Mr Charlie March 

was appointed who joins us from Corfe Castle Primary. The arrangements for next term are therefore as follows: 

Reception Mrs Gray Mrs Jewel, Ms O Connor 

Year 1 Mr Wollen Mrs Dunster 

Year 2 Mrs de Leon Mrs White 

Year 3 Mrs Gould/Ms Michie Ms Richie 

Year 4 Mr March Ms Schooling 

Year 5 Mr White Mrs Fitzgerald 

Year 6 Mrs Meteau 

SEN TAs Mrs Berry Mrs Colquhoun Mrs Foster 

Pastoral Support Mrs Nash 

PPA cover Rec, Year 1 and 2 KS2 Mrs Fitzgerald, Mrs Maidman Mrs Nash 
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Covid Update 

We are hoping that Sports Day will go ahead with parents invited on July 19th but won’t know definitely until closer to 

the date. Unfortunately, a number of regular summer term events have had to be cancelled, including Year 6 transition 

visits to secondary schools, all inter school sporting fixtures and Y4 and Y6 residential trips. It is also worrying that a 

number of Dorset schools have seen fresh outbreaks among pupils and staff so please continue to be vigilant and 

adhere to existing guidelines about isolating if anyone in your household tests positive. 

NHS Celebration Event  

Next Monday (5th July) is a celebration event to mark the founding of the NHS on 5th July 1948. 

We were hoping to have a big tea party with families but as this is still not possible, we are hoping 

to celebrate in school with cakes for all children (outside weather permitting) in the afternoon 

before pick up time. We need donations of cakes to ensure there are enough to go around. If you 

are able to help out, please send them in with your child on Monday (remember no nuts!). If your 

child has food allergies and has to avoid gluten/dairy, please send a cake in for them clearly 

labelled. 

End of Year Pupil Reports 

These will be sent out during the week beginning 12th July for all pupils. 

St Mary’s Euros 

As mentioned previously, all classes from Year 1 upwards had their own house based Euro football tournament. Finals 

were held this week and the results were as follows: 

Y1 Sweden (Studland) 

Y2 Italy (Durlston) 

Y3 Peveril (Hungary) 

Y4 Peveril (England) 

Y5 Ballard (Austria) 

Y6 Ballard (Russia 

Fundraising star 

Congratulations to Lily F in Y3 who has raised well over her £700 target for the School Readers charity which aims to 

recruit and place volunteers in primary schools to help children catch up with vital reading skills. To do this she set 

herself the goal of cycling at least 30 miles. Lily has now achieved this and her current total is over £900. St Marys' are 

very proud of her efforts to try and help others develop her love of reading. For more information 

visit https://www.raceforreading.org/fundraising/lilys-race-for-reading 

Chicken Rota 

In order to keep our remaining five chickens on site, we need some extra volunteers to help out on the summer holiday 

chicken rota to boost the faithful band of existing parents who do daily checks at weekends and through shorter 

holidays. If you would like to help out, please put your name on the rota in the office entrance and speak to Mrs 

Gadston for further instructions! There is also a Hens at St Mary’s Whats App group. 
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Whole School Photo 

We haven’t had a whole school photo since St Mary’s relocated to its present site in 

Northbrook Rd. The photographers are booked to come in on 7th July but need good 

weather conditions. Details on how to order copies will follow if all goes well! 

Free school meals 

It has also just been announced that there will be some (although reduced) funding for children in receipt of benefits-

related free school meals during the summer holidays. Parents will be given supermarket vouchers to the value of £60 

per pupil to cover the entire holiday period.  These will be issued during the last week of term. 

Summer Activities in Dorset 

Please see attached flyer for information on free activities this summer in Dorset for children in receipt of benefits 

related free school meals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Remaining Dates (some weather dependent so check for updates) 

1st-2nd July – Year 6 sleepover and activity days 

5th July – NHS celebration tea party for pupils 

Level 3 Bikeability 

6th July – Year 1 & 2 sponsored walk to Ballard Down 

7th July – Whole school photo 

8th July – Transition Afternoon - classes move up (Y6 to stay in school) 

9th July – Y5 Boat & Beach Activity Day 

12th July – Year 1 & 2 Circus Skills Day 

12th July - Year 4 to Brenscombe for Big Canoe 

14th July – Y1 to Bramble Bay 

15th July – Y6 to Haines Motor Museum 

16th July – Y3 Purbeck Arts Workshop 

19th July – Sports Day 

20th July – Y2 to Studland 

21st July - Ditch the Stabilisers (Reception) 

22nd July – Y6 Leavers water Fight 

22nd July - Y3 to Corfe Castle 

23rd July – Leavers Mass (Y6 parents welcome), school finishes at 1.30 pm 
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Sports Day – this is obviously dependent on Covid restrictions being lifted on 19th July and we are unlikely to be in a 

position to confirm this until the week before. If as hoped, it can go ahead more details will be sent out in the week 

before but the approximate timings are as follows: 

Reception events from 9.30am 

Years 1, 2 & 3 from 10am to 12.00pm 

Years 4, 5 & 6 events from 1.00pm 

3.00pm – presentation of awards & Sports Day Cup to winning house 


