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September 2021 
Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk 
 

I would firstly like to thank you for the lovely warm welcome to your school.  It has been great to meet you at the gate.  I 
have really enjoyed my first couple of weeks at St Mary’s and look forward to working with your children and you. 
 
I will be working at the school three days a week and also carrying out some work for the Academy Trust the school is part 
of, on the other two days.  Some of this time will be spent in school. 
 
I run an open door policy so if there is anything you would like to discuss please catch me on the gate or pop in to see if I 
am available. 
  
PTA Meeting 29th September 
The will be a meeting on the 29th September at 2:45pm in the school hall to discuss possible activities the PTA could 
organise.  We would very much appreciate it if you were to come along. 
   
Jewellery 
Please can I remind the parents that the school policy is no jewellery to be worn in school. Small stud earrings are allowed. 
 
Items from home  
Children should not bring any items from home into school. Items requested by staff i.e show and tell, should be given to 
the class teachers for safe keeping. All stationary and other equipment needed for the school day is provided.  
  
COVID-19 
The regulations surrounding COVID-19 have changed significantly since last year.  As you are aware, we have already had 
some cases in the school this term.  I have outlined below the guidance from the DfE and Public Health which the school 
will be working from. 
  
Symptoms 
The most important symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are the recent onset of any of the following: 
A new continuous cough. 
A high temperature. 
A loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell. 
  
If your child develops any of these symptoms please keep your child at home. They will need to get a PCR test and self-
isolate.   
 
You are able to book a PCR online at www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 
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What is the same? 
The school will be still be doing the following:  

 Using hand gel and ensuring that regular hand washing is in place.   
 Following a cleaning schedule on frequently touched surfaces. 
 Keeping spaces well ventilated. 
 Staff will use LFT tests and will test twice a week. 

 
Mixing and Bubbles 
Keeping the children in consistent groups is no longer recommended so the children will no longer operate in ‘bubbles’. 
 
If there is a substantial increase in the  number of cases within the school it may become necessary to reintroduce 
‘bubbles’ for a temporary period of time, to reduce mixing between groups.  Should this happen discussion with Public 
Health Dorset will take place to appropriate actions and measures will be agreed. 
 
Isolation and Close Contacts 
Close contacts are not now required to self-isolate if they are fully vaccinated or are below the age of 18 years and 6 
months. 
 
If an LfT test is taken and is a positive result then your child should self-isolate and request a PCR test.  While awaiting a 
PCR result, they should continue to self-isolate. 
 
Where there is a positive case in school an email detailing this will be shared with all parents.  The year group in which the 
positive case has occurred will also be shared with all parents.  Close contacts will be identified and notified by email.  A 
PCR test will be requested.  The children can continue to attend school while they wait for the results of their PCR. 
 
Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 as long as they 
meet the above criteria.   
 
Where appropriate, your child’s teacher will provide work for your child to do if they have to self-isolate.  Obviously, if 
your child is unwell there will not be an expectation that this work is completed. 
 
RE and Catholic Life 
St Mary’s Pupil Chaplains  
We are delighted to be currently appointing our new pupil chaplaincy team.  Some of our existing chaplains from last year 
will remain on the team and we will interviewing and appointing some new assistant chaplains from year 5 and 6.  We are 
looking forward to them being commissioned by Fr Tim on 13th October – watch the school website for photos.  You will 
recognise them around school by their distinctive sweatshirt and some of their duties will include: supporting children and 
teachers in their allocated classes by creating worship resources; leading some of our worship times; helping to develop 
closer links with the parish and fundraising and campaigning about issues in our local community and across our common 
home.  When they have completed their action plan for the coming year we will share some of their ideas with you. 
 
Worship – HARVEST- Thursday 6th October 
We are delighted that we are now able to meet together to worship as a whole school  and on the 6th October Fr Tim will 

be leading a whole school worship time as we celebrate Harvest! As always, we will be saying thank you for the abundance 

of food that many of us are lucky enough to enjoy and take time to think about those who are not as fortunate as we are.  

We will be focusing on CAFOD’s Go Green for Harvest campaign. World leaders are meeting in Glasgow this November 

for a crucial meeting about the climate crisis and the future of our planet and its people and this year CAFOD is focussing 

on supporting communities around the world who are protecting the planet.  https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-

teaching-resources/Primary-school-assemblies/Go-Green-primary-assembly   more information will be sent home nearer 

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Primary-school-assemblies/Go-Green-primary-assembly
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the time but we will be collecting contributions for the food bank, cash for CAFOD and holding a ‘green’ cake sale and of 

course wearing green!  

Mass 
Sadly, we are still not able to celebrate Parish Mass in the hall as we have previously done here at St Mary’s for many 
years.  We will be welcoming Fr Tim to school to share worship with us on a regular basis and look forward to seeing him 
regularly in school. 
Mass is being celebrated at St Edward’s, in Swanage, at 9 am on Sundays and you would be most welcome.  
 
School Choir  
We are delighted that Mr Fawcett is starting a school choir for years 4, 5 & 6 and 
look forward to hearing them through the coming year. They will be supporting our 
worship times and we will also be watching out for when they might be participating 
in events or services in the town.  
 
Pastoral care 
Mrs Nash is now in her new role as full time pastoral lead. Parents are welcome to drop in and see her in the cabin, at the 
back of the school hall, on a Monday and Friday between 8.30am and 9.00am to discuss any issues around your child’s 
wellbeing. You can also call the office to arrange an appointment. 
 
INSET Day 1st November 
Just a reminder that the 1st November is an INSET day so there will no children in school on that day.   
 
Many thanks, as always, for your continued support, 


