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October 2021 
Newsletter 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Northbrook Road, Swanage, BH19 1QE 

01929 424909 

office@stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk 

Half Term and INSET Day 

I can’t believe we are fast approaching half term already.  School will finish at the normal time next Friday and 
just a reminder that we have an inset day on Monday 1st November.   
Frozen Friday 

Now that COVD-19 restrictions have been lifted the Friends of St Mary’s are looking to put on a range of activities 
for the children.  They have plans for the next half term but they would like to squeeze a ‘Frozen Friday’ into 
this half term.  Next Friday, 22nd October, at the end of the day they will be selling ice lollies. 
Harvest Worship 

A big thank you for all the food donations as part of our Harvest worship.  The food is all packed up and ready 
to be taken down to the food bank by the school chaplains next week. 
Building Work 

The work on the houses is due to start next week and this will involve the use of temporary lights on Northbrook 
Road.  There will be a temporary pathway and access to the school and this will be maintained at all times.  This 
may add to disruption at drop off times so please persevere with this.  On this note we have received some 
complaints regarding driveways being blocked in the new in the new housing development opposite the 
school.  If you could park considerately that would be appreciated.  
To reassure you during school drop off and pick up times the building site gates will be locked and no traffic will 
passing in or out of the site at these times. 
If you do experience any issues with the building work please let me know as we are liaising with the site. 
One last reminder regarding parking – please do not park on the double yellow or zig zag lines when dropping 
off and picking up pupils.  
Attendance 

Please can we add a reminder that if your child is ill please make the office aware each day by 9.00am. 
Sports news 

We are so happy to have our sports calendar full of exciting events again. Over the last few weeks, we have 
taken a selection of Year 6, Year 4 and Year 2 pupils to The Purbeck School to take part in different sporting 
events. All pupils have represented the school superbly and should feel very proud of themselves, we have also 
had a lots of fun attending these events! Thank you to The Purbeck School for hosting these events, we have a 
lot more to attend in the coming months. 
Netball 
We set ourselves and our netball team a challenge to enter a 7-a-side netball competition, playing on full adult 
courts, with a full size ball and hoops and we entered the Poole netball competitions on Saturday 2nd October. 
Despite the most torrential rain, we played two matches however, just as we were getting in the swing of things, 
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the tournament was rained off. A massive congratulations to the team for all their dedication to the extra 
training during lunch times and after school. A big well done to our boys’ netball team and year 5 players for 
providing opposition at training. 
Year 4 football 
We were delighted to welcome 30 pupils from Sunninghill Prep school to play football against the year 4 team. 
We were able to field three teams mixed of girls and boys and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. 
Early Birds 

A reminder that early birds now opens from 7.45am, if your child is starting at 8.00am and is dropped off earlier 
you will be charged the rate from 7.45am which is £1.50 per child. Please ensure children from Years 4 and down 
are walked into the school grounds and walked to the double doors at the pupil entrance and that they are met 
by a member of staff before you leave. 
Rotary Christmas Shoebox Appeal 
We are once again supporting the Rotary Christmas Shoebox Appeal; however, due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic they are running the appeal in a similar way to last year.  
Like last year, Rotary decided not to issue empty shoeboxes for completion by families; instead, they are asking 
for suitable donations to fill shoe boxes.  These will then be sorted and packed in to boxes by Rotarians prior to 
transportation. A copy of the items suitable for shoeboxes is attached with this letter. If you feel able to provide 
the £1 coin normally added to each box it would be very much appreciated.     Our contributions will be collected 
on the last day of this half term so we have plenty of time to go shopping; there will be a collection box in your 
child’s classroom.  
Pupil Chaplains 

Father Tim came in this week to bless the Pupil Chaplains and the new Pupil Chaplains.   
Secondary school applications – Year 6 

A reminder the closing date for secondary school application is on 31st October. 
 
 

  
 

 


